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| - TO 


Mr, Hozner. 


Worthy Sir, 


Our Generous ac 
ceptance of the 
Firſt Part,ptves 


you a kind of Title to the 
Second ; and I think my ſelf 
bound in Honour to Epiſile 
pou again, having omitted 
| ſeveral of your Good, un 
 bties in my former Dedica- 
A.2 


The Dedication. 


tion. Beſides, 1t 15 a Ju- 
ſtice due to the Ladves, to 
let them know how much they 
.are obligd to you, and to 
g1ve them notice, that a lite 
tle of their Aſſiſtance is re=| * 
quir d to compleat the Re- 
formation which Mr.Hor- 
ner alone hath ſo ſucce(ſ= 
fally advanc'd. I cannit, 
I confeſs, but applaud the 
Enterpriſe, tho' 1 am per= 
haps one of thoſe it 15 de- 
fign'd againſt ; but I long 
for Repriſals, and. my omn 
Horns will be the lefs: ſtar d 


at 
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The Dedication. 


at, when I have planted as 
large a Pair on the Head 
of my Netghbour. This mu= 
tual Freedom. we all ome to 
you, Mr. Horner ; you 
have (lackned the Bonds of 
Matrimony,which wrung us 
{o- bard, and have rendred 
that Toke more eafue. Tot 
have, like a true Whigg, 
taken away tbe Prerogative 
of a Tyrannical Hasband, 


-& and have turn d that Mo= 


narchy wm a Free 
| Otate: Tou have given us 
our much, our long-defir d 
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The Dedication. 


Liberty, never till ny 
ſo perfettly enjoy d. 

And now, Mr.Horner, 
2t 1s fit to tell the Warld 
what Steps you bave mad: 
m this Glorious Deſign, 
what Means you have usd 
to deſtroy your Deſtroyer. 
But ſome may ſay, You have 
been too ſevere, you have 
aechnd the Old Way of 
makins your Cuckold 
your Friend : Mr. Hor- 
ner {cor'5 theſe Conimon 
Method. 2y are too Groſs 
fier for a 1Vizn of bis quick 


Parts, 


The Dedication. 
| Parts, too mean for a Per= 
ſon of his Generofity. He 
| betrays not a Friend, but 
4 ſubdues an Fnemy ; yet 
e | gives him warning to de= 
, | fend himſelf ; defies him 
| fairly, and tells him, he 
. | ihall be a Cuckold in 
! | ſpite of his Teeth. 
* | This perhaps may not be [o 
f | Croil, but Mr. Bays mull 
| | tell you "tis Great. 
ft - Nor bas Mr. Horner 
leſs teſtified bis Addreſs, mm 
| out=mirting thoſe Natural 
Specs, Mothers, Wite, 
Co- 


The Dedication. 
Cofins, &c. It is from | 
them he hath recety'd his 
chief Aſſiſtance, and bath 
turnd them; as his onn 
Cannon, againſt the Enemy ; 
hath convinc'd them tow ne- 
ceſſary 1t 15 their Relati= 
on /bould be a Cuckold, 
and hath unanſwerabh 
prov'd, T hat the onely 
Means to cure him of 
his Jealouſe, is to 
make him Certain. 
'Tis true, ſome have mali- 
crouſly proſecuted bum, and, 
conſulting their Fear, have 


fitd 


þ 


/I 


The Dedication. 


| fd an Information, 


ftead of ſendmg a Chal- 


| lenge; yet even This, mn 


the end, will add to his Re= 
putation, when 1t ſball ap- 
pear to the World, they 
have beſought him for an 
Accommodation by Terms ſo 
much to. his Advantage : 
Like the French Kang, 
mho bath gaind more J, 
making Peace, than ever he 
Conguer d with his moſt Vi= 
foriwus Armies. 

But I mould not impor= 
tune you too much, Mr. 


Horner, 


| The Dedicatian. 

Horner, eſpecially when 
your Adventures are a fit= 
ter Subjett for a Novel 
zt ſelf, than a Dedicati= | 
on: And I hear there 1s 
4 Celebrated Genie /atel 
arrty'd from France, (0 
much pleasd with "them, 
that he hath - already ſet 
Pen to Paper. I doubt 
wot but he will fully make 
ap what I fall fhort 
of , and ds Mr. Horner 
that Juſtice: I defign him. 
I promiſe to "teach him 
Engliſh when he comes 


abroad, 


The Dedication. 


' abroad, and ſhall be proud 
. | to be your Hiſtorian, 
| tho at Second Hand, 


THE 
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HE Counteſs of Mariz- 
nan, and Madam de Hc- 
zelon, fail d not to meet, 
as they promis'd one ano- 
ther, next day at the 7huillzries. 
After they had walk'd halt an hour, 
and diſcoursd in general of the 
aanges that Marriage ordinarily 
& produces, they retir'd into a Path 
where little Company came, where 
they fate down, and the Countels 
diſcharg'd her Promile, by relating 
| her Adventures in this manner. 


[ 


(2) 
The Hiſtory of the Counteſs 
of Marignan. 


of the Beginning of my ! 'f, 
becauſe we ſpent it together ; at 
doubt not but you remember hoy 
much againſt my will I married tl: 
Marquis of ' Mondanar : Eut your 
going into the Country ſome time 
before that fatal Match, obliges me 

: to let. you know what preceded it, 
that you may the better underſtand 
what follow'd. As ſoon as the Ar- 

| ticles of my Marriage were fign'd, 
all the Marquis of Mondanar's Re- 
lations viſited me ; and among the 

reſt, he preſented the Count of Ble- 

finac to me, as his beſt Friend, and 

deſir'd me to look upon him as ſuch, 

What a folly it was in ſuch a Man 

| as Mondanar to ingage his Miſtris 
to be kind to Blefnac > The firſt, as 

you know, Madam, was above 
threeſcore 


[| Shall tell you nothing, Madam, (| 
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threeſcore years old, and the Infir- 


- mities he lay under, rendred his 


e very decrepit. His way of 
drefling himſelf did not at all repair 


\ the Defe&ts of his Perſon ; and, to 
' open my Heart wholly to you, I 


confeſs his Humour and his Mind 
were yet more diſpleaſing than all 
the reſt. He was covetous, rigid, 
contradicting, and knew Fleair 
no otherwiſe than to avoil the il, 
of it himſelf, and to forbid ot!1crs 
whom he had any power over. ln 
ſhort, my Deſtiny was to marr) 
this Man, for whom IT had almoſt 
an invincible averſion. But Parent: 
do not reaſon as we do, when they 
think of ſetling us, as they call it, in 
the World. The Marquis his Qua- 
lity and great Eſtate made mine not 
conſult me at all in a Match ſo con- 
trary to my Inclination : They took 
care I ſhould have a good Portion 
and Joynture, and that was 2!l they 
look'd after. 

Though the Marquis was affaul- 
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(4) 
ted with his. uſual Pains, yet he 
would not delay our Marriage, 
which was celebrated at night. My 
old Spouſe went back to his own 
Houſe, and I return'd with my Mo- 


. ther, very well ſatisfied to part with | 


him ; but the whole Family was 
ſtrangely ſurpris'd at it, and their 


aſtoniſhment encreas'd, when nexr | 
day he told my Mother, I mult go | 


into Languedoc with him. Then 
he came into my Chamber, to ac- 
quaint me with the doleful News. 
Well, Madam, faid he to me, are you 
ready to go into the Country with me 
Zo morrow? The Word to morrow 
frighted me ſo, that I could not help 
changing Colour. What 7s the rea- 
ſon, added he, that you bluſh ſo? Do 
you think I will ſtay and ruine my 
Eſtate in Paris? No, Madam, I am 
fick,and I do not like the Place : Once 
more 1 bid you prepare to go along 
with me. I told him with a forrow- 
ful Heart, I was ready to do what 
he pleasd. Then he chuck'd me 

| under 


: 
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(5) 
under the Clin, kiſs'd my Forchead, 
and went to give order for our 
Journzy ; ſo that I faw him no more 
that day. This fantaſtical Proceed- 


ing made my Mother gueſs I ſhould 


not be happy. The 700d Woman 
repented the had conlidei'd the For- 
tune more than the Perſon of the 


Man, and deſir'd the Count of Ble- 


finac to give me all the Conſolatien 
he could. Vou may imagine how 
it fretted me to leave Pars. 
Ble/inac went along with us; and 
F perceiv'd, that in conſenting to 
this Journey at my Husband's re- 
queſt, he complied pertectly to have 
the ſatisfaction of accompanying 
me. When we were a little out of 
Town, the Marquis made the Coactt 
op upon a riſing Ground, from 
whence I might have almoſt art in- 
tire View of it : Then with a cruel 
Tone, Madam, ſaid he, look well up- 
on Paris, for this 1s the laſt time you 
are like to ſee it whils T live. -T too 
well knew how dangerous it is for me 
B 3 | t0 


(6) 
to let you live there any longer ; - and 
T muſt tell you, a Woman of Honour 
ought to look upon the Town as the 
worſt Shelf ber Vertxe can ſplit ups 
ou. I anſwerd not one Word to 
what he ſaid, contenting my ſelf 
to think what Common Senſe ſug. 
geſted upon ſuch an occaſion. 7ou 
make me no Reply, continued my 
Husband, perhaps becauſe you fancy 
you ſhall return thither, IT am not 
fo far from thence yet, ſaid I, to think 
of going back again. No, you had not 
beſt, anſwer'd he, let me adviſe you; 
for if you tid, it ſhould be to no pur- 
poſe. As the Coach jogg'd on, he 
reckond up what the Journey 
would ſtand him in, and then was 
vex'd at the charge of it. The 
Count was in ſuch conſtraint to 
hear*all this impertinent Diſcourſe, 
that he durſt not look upon me. 
But I often made excuſes to get out 
of the Coach, ſometimes to eaſe 
the Horſes, and 16:metimes for fear 
of overturning, only to avoid 
my 


, , WF ® 


—_ = 


ot ee a Mc EF. 2% 


f 


(7) 
my Husbands tirefom Company. 
* I remember one day I alighted 
to walk, and the Count led me; I 
thought of nothing but his Kinf- 
man's ill humour, which with the 
little inclination I had to be merry, 
put me into a deep muſing, He 
could not torbear asking me the rea- 
ſon of it. I have, ſaid I, /o /ately 


. quitted the Perſons I love, and my 


mind is poſſeſs d with ſuch a wretched 
proſpett of the future, that 1 cannot 
chuſe being melancholy, either when I 
reflett upon what I have left behind, 
or think what my Duty obliges me t0 
in my preſent condition. [ confeſs, 
Madam, faid Ble/nac, Monſieur de 
Mondanar does not underſtand his 
own happineſs, and makes but ill uſe 
of a Bleſſing which is capable of ren« 
dring the þ man in the World in 
tirely happy. 1 cannot” agree with 
you wholly, anſwered I, but I am 
perſwaded, whether I make him hap- 
py or no, he will make me very miſe= 
rable. I never wiſh'd, continued T, 
B. 4. .f0 
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to live drown'd in Pleaſure; but 1 al- 
ways apprehended misfortunes, and I 
would not have defir'd more of Hea- 
wveu, than a quiet peaceable life, 
which now T find will not fall to my 
ſhare. IT grant, Madam, ſaid Blef 
uac, that a Calm is delightful ; but 
it may alſo be interrupted by thoughts 
no leſs pleaſing, Were that tranqui- 
lity, ſaid I, once in my power, / 
know no body that could comfort me, 
fhould I loſe it. And for my part, 
anſwered Bleftnac, I ſhould be ſorry 
not to loſe that quiet which { pre« 
fervd till F had the honour to ſee 
you, Arcuſe me not, ſaid I, of doing 
you ſo much miſchief, for IT fear 1 
could not make you amends, and tru- 
ly, 1 defign not to do you any. But] 
find by your Diſcourſe, you do but ſeek 
to excuſe your ſelf from comforting of 
me, and you quite forget my Mother's 
requeſt FO you, No, Madam, reply d 
the Count, 7 do not forget it, but 
what can you expett from a miſerable 
Creature, who ſuffers for you, and 

himſelf 
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(9) 
himſelf too, and ſtands more in need 
of conſolation than you do. I had 
k {uch a dreadful notion of a Dclara- 
> | tion of Love, as if it were a Man- 
y f fter, but in this I found nothing but 
- | what was Reſpectful, and Noble, 
+ | and could not find in my Heart to 
5 | be diſpleas'd at it, As good- luck 
| would have it, we juſt came to the 


| place where the Coach ſtaid for us, 
| tor did not well know what anſwer 
, | to make him, 
Next day an accident befel me 
. | whichincreasd my averſion to the 


> | Marquis, and more plainly diſco-- 
ver'd the Counts afieQion' tome. 
” | Wewereoverturn'd, and hurt my 
Head very much in the fall ; beſides 
" | which, I had the diſpleaſure to- 
; hear my Husband take no notice of 

my. pain, all his ſorrow was for the 
breaking of his Coach. So that he: 
had no manner of care of .me, but 
| the Count of Ble/rnac gave me” all 
the Aſſiſtance he could... And'for- all 
my. hurt. we were: fain to go: an t9> 
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(10.} 
Chateauroux as ſoon as our Tack- 
ling was mended. 

I thould never have done, if 1 
ſhould tell you all the reaſons I had 
to complain of the Marquis this 
Journey. But ſtill Ble/nac repair'd all 
his faults by ſome mark'or other of 
his Love,. At laft we came to Mon- 
danar, where we had a ſorrowful 
welcome, The Count ſtaid there 
a fortnight, during which time [ 
often ſaid to my ſelf, that ſure it 
was no Crime in me to love him, 
ſeeing T had no other remedy to 
ſweeten my misfortunes. What 
would you have done, Madam? 
Our Hearts ſeldom want Reaſons 
to perſwade them to abandon them- 
ſelves to a Paſlion they are inclin'd 
to, I accultom'd my ſelf by de- 
grees 'to hear the Count aſfure me 
'of his affe&ion, and fidelity. I ſuf- 
fer'd him alſo to believe I was not 
inſenſible of his merit. Well, Ma- 
dam, would he ſay to me ſome- 
times, are you ſtill for A—— 
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(Ir) 
and-are you not ſenſible with what 
a pleaſing pain Love fills the Heart? 
I underſtand it /o little, anſwered I 
one day when he was talking thus 
to me, that I can hardly diſtinguiſh 
what I think ; but conſidering the FHu- 
mour I am of, I believe I ſhall be ex- 
treamly ſubjet to what you deſcribe. 
For I begin now to apprehend not on- 
ly abſence, but being forgotten too by 
the man who ſays he loves me. 


fear you will be faiſe, and inconſtant. 


Judge then, purſued I, if ſuch 
thoughts as theſe afford my mind much 
repoſe, 

Bleſinac was very aſhduous in ob- 
viating all my fears, and he no leſs 
dreaded abſence than my ſelf, He 
fang pretty well, and I had a tole- 
rable Voice, ſo ſometimes we ſung 
together; but as ſoon as my Hus- 
band heard us, he told me very 
rudely, Singing world not do-. the 
buſineſs of my Family.. Tn ſhort, he - 
could not indure it, and-forbid me 


this Divertiſment, as if it had been 
9 4 


(Iz ) 
a Crime. He gave his Kinſman al- 
fo to underſtand he ſhould take it 


ill if he left not his Houſe, upon 


which the Count went away next 
morning, All the miferies of Ba- 
niſhmenr are ſhort of what TI ſul- 
tered by the Marquis his Whimſeys, 
and the* abſence of Bleſinac. I 
had ſtill the liberty to think all 
aay on the only Perſon, the re- 
inembrance of whom could any 
way alleviate my aftlictions; but 1 
was not ſo happy as to preſerve this 
freedom long, My Husband had a 
Siſter who died, and left an only 
Daughter for him to take care of. 
Before he brought her to me, he 
was ſo cautious as to forbid her 
concerning her ſelf in any thing to 
my advantage, and I can aſſure 
you, ſhe has been always very far 
from it. She was perfectly like 
her Uncle in his Humour and. Be- 
haviour, and much more violent 
than he, Her out-ſide was ſo. dit- 


agreeable , that the ſight of her 
choqu'd 
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(13) 
choqu'd me, and it was a puniſh- 
ment to ine to look upon her. 

The Death of my Siſter-in-law 
was a pretence for Ble/inac to come 
to our Houle, and though Cr:/axre, 
ſo was my Husbands Niece call'd, 
was altogether rude, and wild, yet 
ſhe began to be more gentle to the 
Count. She look'd on him ſo gree- 
dily, one would have ſworn ſhe 
had never ſeen a Man before. [ 
cannot better expreſs the odd row- 
ling motion of her Eyes. She knew 
nothing of the World, and there» 
fore no wonder ſhe behaved her 
ſelf ſo indecently, I would have 
given her good Counſel, but ſhe 
obſtinately relus'd it. 

I know not how it came into 
Blefinac's Head one day to tell her, 
ſhe had good Teeth. She beltev'd 
him; and becauſe no body had ſaid 
ſo much to her before, ſhe fancied 
he thought her a fine Woman, This. 
ridiculous Opinion, with her Coun» 
trey carriage, made her a plcalant 
Figure : 


(14) 
Figure: but I was notdiſpos'd to di- 
vert my ſelf with her, ſhe was fo di- 
ſtaſtful to me upon other accounts, 
that I could not madure her. She was 
a good Fortune already, befides the 
expeCtation of being Heireſs tomy 
Husband; which caus'd the Count's 
Father to propoſe a Match between 
her, and his Son. The Marquis at 
firſt eaſily conſented to it ; and to 
ſpeak ſincerely, I was not againſt 
it, becauſe ſhe was incapable of rob- 
bing me of the Count's Heart. It 
was not eaſte for me to perſwade 
him to it, he reproach'd me with 
want of Love, ſince I was willing 
he ſhould marry. Art laſt the Match 
awas fo conſiderable, that he over- 
"came his diſlike, and declar d himſelf 
:Criſante's Servant. It is true, it was 
A viſible conſtraint upon him, to ſay 
any thing to her that was obliging. 
After all, to our general aſtoniſh- 
ment, my Husband was ſo fantaſti- 
cal, that ihe-would-not conclude the 
Match. Ble/nac's Father urg'd him 
Ty Either 
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either to finiſh or break off, becauſe 
he had another Woman in his view 
that was as good a Match for his 
Son as the Marquis his Neece. I 
had particular Reaſons too to wiſh 
Blefinac married to Cri/ante, but all 
was to no purpoſe, The Marquis 
was poſitive, and when a Relation 
of the Count's told him, it was time 
to Sign the Articles, he faid he 
would not, for he had chang'd his 
Mind. * 

This refuſal made me very me- 
lancholy, and you may believe, 
troubled the Count much more. 
He complain'd loudly of it, and my 
Husband and he quarreſ[Vd, fo that 
they ſaw on: another no more. 
Though I was vex'd, I would not 
ſhew it, but let Criſante's violent 
humour work, who if T would 
have open'd, would hardly have 
let me ſpeak a Word. Blefinac fan- 
cy'd T1 was not fo 'much of his 
ſide as 1 ought, and that I might 
have ſpoke more cefteually _ 


( 16 ) 
him than I did. But I convine'd 
him how unjuſtly he complain'd, by 
ſhewing him, that it I had been 
more zealous, it would have made 
my Husband Jealous of me, which 
was. the way to ruine Our corre- 
ſpondence. He approvd my Rea- 
ſons, and we parted very good 
Friends. However I perceiv'd there 
was an Intrigue tetween the Count 
and Criſante, tut I could not fee 
the depth of it, and things conti- 
nued in this poſture for fome time. 

Blefinac's Relations gave out, he 
was to marry a Neighbour's Daugh- 
+ ter, who was rich, and very hand- 
ſom : But this News did not. at all 
alarm me, becauſe I firmly believ'd 
he would reſolve on. nothing, with- 
out conſulting me firſt. Yet it 
ſeems he had. contriv'd a Deſign 
* 4 [ had not. the. lcaſt ſuſpicion 
of. | 

My Husband being taken with 
his uſual Pains, I fate up late with 


him, and wonder'd to. ſce-his. Niece: 
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'50 out of the Room before me; 


yet I could not imagine there was 
any thing more in it than Rude- 
nels, for the did not underſtand her 
Duty enough to comply with it as 
ſhe ought. I believ'd then her ne- 
gle& proceeded from her vexation 
that her Match was broke oft, and 
ſo went to bed without any more 
reflexion. At break of day they 
wak'd me out of a ſound Sleep, to 
tell me the Caſtle was on fire, but 
they knew not which way it came 
fo; that the Bridges were down, 
and the Gates open. I preſently 
ſent to Cri/ante's Chamber, who was 
not there ; we look'd for her every 
where to no purpoſe, for ſhe was 
gone away. I confeſs, Madam, not- 
withſtanding the fright I was in at 
the Fire, I was really angry with 
Blefmac for not letting me know 
his Deſign ; for I did not queſtion 
but he was concern'd in Cr:ſante's 
Flight, and had carried her away 
with him. I roſe preſently, and 
acquainted 
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acquainted my Husband, who was 
as much inrag'd at it 2s might well 
be expected, and proſecuted Ble/c;zac 
ſo home, as to get the Parliament 
of Tholouſe, which is very ſevere in 
Caſes of Rape, to condemn him to 
loſe his Head, which was no diffi- 
cult thing for him to effect. 

Till now I was flighted in the 
Family, and it feems this Accident 
open'd my Husband's Eyes, to ſee 
how he had wrong'd me, and made 
him repent of living after ſuch an 
odd way with me, It was certain- 
ly to be reveng'd of his Niece for 
her Diſobedience, and to ſhew how 
little he valued Blefnac, that. he 
treated me much more civilly than 
uſnally. I received ſufficient proots 
of his Kindneſs; and I believe, had 
not my Heart been preingagd to 
Bleſinac, T might have been happy. 
But alas ! I could not, as angry as | 
was that he conceal'd his Deſign 
from me, I could not help loving 
bim more than ever; nor was [I 
able 
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able to ſhake off my Sorrow, tho' 
the Marquis did all he could to dt- 
vert me. I had now no cauſe to find 
fault with his Carriage to me, but I 
obſerv'd his Pains encreaſe, and his 
Health diminiſh every day : His 
Death I believ'd would bring me 
into a great deal of trouble; and 


indeed I took all the care that was 
poſſible of him. But at laſt he fell 
quite ſick, and died, leaving me all 
his Eſtate, to prevent all Differen- 
ces with thoſe who might pretend 
to be his Heirs, and to exclude his 
Niece who ran away, and married 
without his Conſent. 

I had not ſo much as a condoling 
Complement from Ble/nac upon 
this Occaſion ; quite contrary, his 
Father declar'd again{t me, and 
without conſulting me, took thoſe 
indire&t ways to compals his Ends, 
as he thought would be moſt tomy 
diſadvantage ; but in ſtead of pre- 
judicing, this further'd my Aﬀairs. 
Perhaps, Madam, you may imagine, 
a 


(20) 
a Rich Widow, as I was then, might 
be inclinable enough to be merry; 
but if you do, you are deceiv'd: my 
Mind was in ſuch 'diforder, thar | 
was never ſo melancholy in my 
Life. My Husband's Kincnels in 
leaving me ſo well provided, made 
me ſincerely deplore the Loſs of 
him : Beſides, I fancied Ble/inac did 
not care for me; I had no ground 
to think otherwiſe ; or, if I had, it 
was to no purpoſe, becaufe he was 
married. Theſe Thoughts kept me 
from relliſhing the Pleaſure of my 
Freedom. Whatever I ſaw at Mon- 
danar did but improve my Melan- 
choly ; and therefore I reſolv'd to 
go back to Paris: and when I came 
thither, IT was as uneaſie as in Lan: 
gaedoc ; for my Diſeaſe accompa- 
nied me; and though I thought [ 
had taken the beſt Courſe to ſettle 
my Mind, by getting as far from 
Blefinac as I could, yet I found it 
would not do. A Heart, Madam, 
that is once really ingag'd, cannot 
preſently 
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' preſently be indifferent; and one 


may hate and love forty times 
ſooner than arrive at that bleſſed 
Inſenſibility. | 

The Reputation I had of being 
Rich, and behaving my ſelf pru- 
dently when I was married,brought 
me a great many Suitors of. conſi- 
derable Quality : but I entertain'd 
none of their Propoſals, and led ſo 
relerv'd a Life, that People believ'd 
| was reſolvd not to change my 
Condition. Sometimes I viſited 
the Marqueſs of Montaigre, becauſe 
the declin'd Company as I did, and 
hardly ſaw any body beſides the 
Chevalier de Marignan her Brother. 
We ſpent whole Hours together, 
which few People do, without ſay- 
ing one Word: She loved to read, 
and I was as much delighted to hear 
her: and doubtleſs that which di- 
verted us, would have ſoon tird 
any of the Women of the Town. 
Her Brother came but ſeldom to ſee 


her, becauſe he loved Mirth, __ 
1C 
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he was ſure to miſs of in our Com- 
any. But at laſt by little and little 

e usd himſelf to our Method of 
Life. He told me, I had reſcued 
him from his trifling fantring Con- 
verfation, and inſpird him with 
Thoughts which till then he had 
been a Stranger to. I was lo little 
inclin'd to believe him, that I pro- 
pos'd a Match for him to his Siſter 
with a Kinſwoman of mine: But he 
would not hear of it, perſiſting ſtill 
to give me freſh Evidences of the 
value he had for me. - I fancied at 
leaſt that now I perfealy hated 
Blefinac, and ſhould plague him 
damnably by marrying again. Up- 
on this account I gave Marigna» no 
diſcouragement ; but yet I had a 
mind to try whether Intereſt or 
Love were moſt prevalent in him; 
whic! I did this way. I got a Let- 
ter written to me, as if it came 
out of Lanzedoc; the Contents 
were, That ſome of my Husband's 
Relations had ſet up a Title which 
would 
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would ſtrip me of all he had left me. 
For all this, the Chevalier did not 
cool at all ; and what convinc'd me 
moſt that he really lov'd me, was, 
that after his elder Brother, whoſe 
Eſtate came to him, was dead in the 
Army, he preſsd me more than 
ever to give my Confent. He di- 
ſcours'd with my Friends about ir, 


and married me th-1okh © nh 
Kindred diſſuaded 7 jJr- 
relPd with his Siſter (00. wito was 


as averſe to the Match 5 any body 
elſe. 

I believ'd, Madam, that I lov'd 
him, and I had good reaſon to do 
ſo; yet I was no ſooner married, but 
[ began to ſcruple it. What, ſaid I 
to my ſelf, /hou/d Bletinac's Fault 
have inſpird me with any.thing but 
ſorrowful thoughts 2 Ones Feart may 
be once in ones Life ingag d ; but it is 
an inexcuſable weakneſs to give way 
to a ſecond Aﬀeition, What then 
have I done ! Can IT forgive my ſelf 
believing 1 could lrve happy with any 

ut 
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but Bleſinac 2 Well, I did all I coulg 
to quiet my Mind, but I could not 
poſlibly get rid of theſe affliting 
Thoughts. I was not born to be 
ever at caſe; and if it has been 
your luck to | be always beloved, it 
has been mine to find in my ſelf an 
inexhauſtible Spring of Troubles 
and Diſquiet. What care ſoever [ 
took to conceal it, my Husband di 
ſcoverd it; yet he was ſo civil, as 
to take no notice of it, and endea- 
vourd rather to -cure my Dilſcaſe, 
than to let me ſee he was acquaint- 
ed with it. He gave me all the Di- 
vertiſements which he thought ca- 
pable of diſſipating my Melancho- 
Iy ; butit was grown ſo habitual to 
me, that he was fain to accuſtom 
himſelf to it. He had alw ays known 
me in ſorrow, and ſo I had the leſs 
difficulty to perſuade him it pro- 
ceeded from my Conſtitution. That 
which accomplith'd my miſery ,was, 
the News of the Counteſs of Ble/+- 
»ac's Death, I was inform'd , her 
Husband 
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Husband griev'd but little for her, 
and that he was not ſo unconcernd 
atmy Marriage as I imagind. The 
Reflexions I made upon her Death, 
improv d my Melancholy ; but to 
avoid giving my Husband occaſion 
to queſtion me upon a Subject 
which I ſhould have been forry to 
have diſcover'd, I often walk'd out 
alone, and found a great deal ot 
Pleaſure in Solitude. One day a 
Kinſwoman of mine, who had #2 
pretty Seat a little out of Town, 
delir'd ine to ſpend ſome time there, 
aſſuring me I ſhould have all.the 
treedom to meditate and muſe thag 
| could wiſh. I acquainted my Hul- 
band, who eaſily conſented, and in 
the mean time went a Hunting with 

the Marquis de Marcilly. 
| went out of Town in my Kkinſ(- 
womans Coach, taking no body 
with me but a Woman and a Foot- 
man. When we came to her Houſe, 
ſhe left me a little while alone, and 
at her return, W374 you go, ſaid ſhe 
C ro 
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to me,. mmto a pretty Cloſet in the 
Garden, where there is an excellent 
Proſpect, With all my Heart, faid 
I, upon condition you wil leave me 
there to muſe by my ſelf a while. She 
laugh'd, and told me ſhe bcliev'd [ 
would not be fo delighted with 
muſing as I fancy'd. When we 
came to the Cloſet, ſhe open'd the 
Door, and I went in firſt, think- 
ing to find no body there, and was 
extreamly ſurprizd to ſee Ble/- 
»ac there 1n a dreſs that ſuited per- 
tectly with the forrowtul Air of 
his- Countenance. I turnd to my 
Kinſwoman _to reproach her for 
deceiving me ſo, and would have 
gone away , conſidering my Cir- 
cumſtances . would not admit of fo 
dangerous a Converſation ; but they 
both ſtopp'd me, and I could not 
eſcape hearing, and ſeeing Ble/nac, 
in whom I obſerv'd all the marks 
of profound grief. I confeſs, Ma- 
dam , the ſight of him made me 
curn 
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| turn pale, and diſturb'd me fo, that 


[ can neither tell you what I then 
thought, or what he faid to me at 
firſt. All I know is, that he threw 
himſelf at my Feet, and his Eyes 
told me more than his Mouth. I 
was ſo diftident of my ſelf upon 
this occaſion , that I avoided his 
looks as much as I could. In ſhort, 
when he found I would not ſpeak 
0 him, Ah, Madam, {aid he, what 
can you do more againſt me? and why 
are you {o reſolu'd to be reveng'd on 
me before you know whether 1 ana 
quilty or no2 [ am not to examineg 
laid I to him, now, whether you are 
muocent or uo ; the truth is, it 1s a 
crime in me to ſee you, and ſhould / 
ſee you every day, and were convinc 4 
you had given me no reaſon to com- 


f plain of you, yet you would be never 


the happier, Therefore let me ftill 
think you have offended me, and be- 


\ lieve on your fide, 1 have infinitely 


wrong d you, and let us not venture 


a Reconciliation that may endanger 
Z OUF 
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eur quiet. Alas, Madam, anſwer 
he, / wif! ſee you mo more, ſince you 
defire it ; but if this muſt be the laſt 
time, permit me at leaſt to clear my 
ſelf to you, that I may no longer 
leave you in an errour ſo prejudicial to 
my honour. 

While Blefmac ſpoke to me, [ 
found my yielding Heart took his 
part againſt my ſelf; and beſides 
my Kinſwoman told me, it was no 
harm to give him the hearing. For- 
give me, Madam, continued he, if 
IT begin my Juſtification with Re- 
proaches, Tou accuſe me of inconſt an- 
cy; pray tell me what convincing 
proof did you ever give me of your 
Aﬀedction? I was ſo far your Friend, 
as to be the confident of your misfor- 
tunes. Tou gave me leave to menti- 
on my Paſſion to you ſometimes, and 
you did not forbid me believing you 
had a kindueſs for me ; but your con- 
fidence in me never went farther than 
Words, and I did not think them 
ground enough to fruſtrate a ſettle- 


ment 
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ment which you your ſelf ingag'd me 
to. Since that time, Madam, appea- 
rances have deceiv'd us both, and 
doubt not but I ſhall COmVInce you, 
have abundance of Reaſon to complain 


of your proceedings with me, | aid 


not anſwer him, becauſe I began 
ſecretly to lay the $, . of what 
he had done upon nf, How- 
ever I told him as hank a now 
it was all one whether we were 
angry with, or pity'd one ano- 
ther. 

There 1s no task ſo hard to any 
one that values their Honour, as to 
reconcile their Duty with their In- 
clination, Both of them tyrannize 
over us, one 1umpoſes upon us with 
authority, the other draws us by 
force, I knew what was owing to 
my Husband; but I was much 
more ſenſible of the effects of a long 
habitual Love upon a tender Heart. 
| married the Count of Jarignas, 
thinking to revenge my ſelf upon 
Ble/inac, and in hopes the deſert 
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and Friendſhip of one would baniſ} 
that kindneis out of my Heart, 
which I tancy'd was ſo ungratetully 
repay'd. Blefinac look d upon him- 
ſelf in honour oblig'd to juſtife 
himſelf to me, which he could not 
do without telling me all that had 
happen'd g@ him. I had alſo a 
great deſire tbe inform'd, and had 
no ſooner given him leave to tell 
his Story, but he began 1n this 
manner, 

Tou are not Ionorant, Madam of 
my Fathers commanding me to make 
my Addreſſes to Criſante, nor of what 
preceded Mounſieur de Mondanar's 
refuſal to accompliſh the Match, 
When TI had once declar d, I thought 
my ſelf bound in honour to proceed, 
all my Relations perſwaded me to it, 
and Criſante her ſelf urg d me, tel: 
ling me, it was baſe in me to have 
any manner of reſpe to her Uncle, 
She told me further , that ſhe per- 
ceiv'd you were not of my fide, and 
would never conſent I ſhould carry 
her 
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ber-away. And truly 7 could not 
but diſcover that you ſupported my 
Intereſt very faintly with your Huſ- 
tazd ; fo that what [ knew already 
agreeing with what ſhe ſaid to me, 1 
reſold not to acquaint you with any 
thing. Beſides 1 fancyd you would 
wot take it if not to be acquainted 
with ſuch a deſign ; aud as to cur 
marriage, 1 could not believe, fince 
it was once- your opinion, that you 
could change your mind, Theſe were 
the Reaſons, Madam, that you were 
wot of our Counſel, I heard from Cri- 
fante EVEery day by ſuch Means Gs 
would be tedious for me to tell you, 
the remembrance of it pleaſes me ſo 
little, I care not to recall it, She 
made a ſhift to get the Key of the 
Draw-bridge, to take the print of it 
in Wax, and ſend it me, by which I had 
one made, which I gave her, and we 
then agreed upon a day for me to come 
with Forſes to the Avenue of the Caſtle; 
ſhe undertook to get out to me, and 
I had nothing to do but to wait for 
her, 
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her. TI doudt not but you were much 
furpriz'd when they told you the Flouſe 
was on Fire, which happend upon 
' this account, you ſat up jo late, that 
day began to break when you went 19 
Bed, which made her think as ſoon 
as you ſhould fee the Draw-bridge 
down, you would ſuſpett ſhe: was gone 
off, and purſue her, unleſs you were 
hindred by ſome conſiderable accident, 
So without confidering the conſequen- 
ces, ſhe did what her fancy led her 
to; and when ſhe, and her Woman 
came to me, they laugh d ready to 
burſt themſelves, and told me, they 
had burnt their Quarters. 

Thus you ſee {1 accompliſh'd my 
wretched Deſign but too eafily. We 
took the «wway that led towards 
Rouergue, where [/ had provided a 
Sanctuary for us in the Baron de 
Goultignac's Zoe, whoſe Lady 15 
my Aunt. They made us welcom at 
firſt, but afterwards I found 7 was 
miſtaken when I thought that place 


would have been an Aſylum to s. 
The 
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The Baron had a Son newly come from 
Paris, where he had been a Muſque- 
tier in the eldeſt Company, a very 
pert, flaſhy young Fop, and this his 
Father calld the Court Breeding. 
This Spark finding Crilante was like 
to be a good Fortune, thought her as 
convenient for himſelf, as me, and i| 
he could but get her good will, made 
no ſcruple of betraying his Kinſman. 
When I had been ſome time at Gou- 
ſtignac, 4 defired my Aunt to Cour 
trive it ſo that we might be married 
there; but her Husband daily ſtart- 
ing new difficulties, at laſt, ſhe told 
me with Tears in her Eyes, [ muſt ex- 
pett no aſſiſtance from her ; ſhe per- 
ceivd her Flusband, and her Sox 
had great Deſigns upon Crifante, and 
gave me warning to be gone before 
they had time to put their intentions 
in execution. TI made uſe of this Ad- 
vice, and that Very night after Sup- 
per, as foon as I ſaw the Baron, and 
the Muſquetier gone to Bed, we teft 
Gouſtignac , intending only to get 
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from thence, we follow'd 0 certain 
Rode, and having travel 'd all night, 
my Valet de Chambre percezv'd we 
were near a Forreſt, where there was 
a Glaſs-houſe , with the Maſter 
which, and ſome Gentlemen there- 
aborts, he was acquainted. Te told 
#s we might hay there ſome feb: CON- 

wVeniently \ enough, till we had re 4 
what place to chuſe fer our retreat, 
{ propoſed this to Criſante, who al- 
ways delighted in contradiction, and 
if ever ſhe yielded, it was ſtill after 
a tedious diſpute. Fer wilfulne(s 
now had like to have coſt us dear, 

VWVhen we were within two Leagues 
of the Mountains of Rouergue we were 
{et _ by twelve or fifeeen Thieves. 
[ believd at firſt we were diſcover'd, 
and that they were People ſent after 
us by Mounſieur de Gouſtignac ; but 
they aim'd only at our Purſes, as we 
found ty' their firſt ſalutes ; for they 
robb'd us without any mercy, ſtripping 
#S Very-near of all our Clothes. Af- 
ter this 1 needed no great eloquence to 
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perſwade Crifante to go to the Glaſs- 
we] ; the queſtion was now, how we 
ſould get thither, and whether they 
would entertain us or no, conf idering 
what an Fquipage we were left in. 
Crifante's Perſon ſpoke out little in hey 
favour, and had not fo good an pinion 
of my own, as to hope it would do me 
any ſervice, My Man Ruſfat took al 
pon himſelf , and ſg we began ou 
Teurncy wich was very tireſom to us, 
who were not uſed to beat the £100) 
ſo f ar. Even now and then we found 
Elouſes in the Forreſt, where they re- 
liev'd us with Bread, and Water, 
which however was very welcome to 
as, and at night we had the luck 
to meet with a Cottage where we 
lodg a, for Criſante was quite ſpent, 
and had much a do to Jo 04 HeXxt aa V2 
that we might get to the Glaſs-houſe. 
As Peoples Flumours are various, fo we 
found great difference there int OMr Ye 
ception ; ſome of the Gentlemen laught 
at us, ſome pitied us, and others 
were very inquiſitive into our Ads 
VeNTiwess 
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ventures. Thoſe who had moſt Senſe 
uſed us civilly, and byſour Speech, 
Behaviour, and what Clgathes we had 
left,gue s 4 we defer d/to be ſo treated, 
aud offer 'd us their Huts, for I can 

call their Fouſes no other, to li? in, 
Criſante ſtaid at Fregonce's, the 
Maſter of the Glaſs-work, and 1 quar- 
ter'd with a Gentleman nam'd Mon» 
aany. 

Next day [ {ent away Ruſct fo ac- 
quaint my Father with what had 
happend to us, and to deſire him to 
olſiit us either to 70 farther, if there 
Was da neceſſity for it, or t6 come back 
again to him, if be thought fit. 1 
order d him bejides 70 Inquire ; 
. you, aud to deliver a Letter to 
which I had privately given him. "I 
forgot to tel{ you, be had inform d 
Fregonce that we were People of (2ua- 
ity. We acquainted him then what 
miſchance brought us thither in ſuch 
a . wretched condition, and he was 
lo civil as to {1 urniſh as with Clothes 
Suitable enough to our Circumſtan- 


ces, 
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ces, and the place where we were. 
Crilante now importun d me to 
marry her, but ſtill, though T really 
intended it, yet my ſecret inclinati- 
ons, made me find ſome reaſen or other 
fo put it off. At laſt ſhe ſpoke of it 
to Fregonce, w fo took ſuch pains to 
convince me how much I was oblig d 
to give her that |. ut hsfaction, fince ber 
kindneſs to me had ingag 'd her to fol- 
lew me , that I conſented to let a 
Brother of his, who was a Prieſt, 
marry us privately that very night. 
Ah! Madam, had you but ſeen how 
forrowfuily [ paſ FA that dreadful 
night, = the firſt days that ſucceed- 
ed; it, I am (ure you wr ould have par- 
ry Me. Tt, OUGH! t of nothing but 
you, and T look d vpor her Fortune 
| which was the only motive to the 
Match, as the original of all my mt- 
ſeries. Criſante did no? look ſo nar- 
rowly into my th Oughts, ſhe took me 
for what 7 appear 'd@ to be, and I had 
enough to do to bear with her Careſ- 
ſes, and her ill Humour to, for they 
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were both in the extreams. But my 
repentance was not ſufficient to ſatisfe 
your revenge without freſh perſecuti- 
ons which Love brought upon me. [ 
think I told you I lay at Mondany', 
but I ſaid nothing af his Siſter why 
livd with him. This young Woman 
whoſe name was Diana , fancied 
muſt needs be her Endymion, and 

ave me all manner of incouragement 
70 COUNT her, but I was not in the hy- 
mour to divert my ſelf that way, 
However the firſt expreſſions of wy 
coldneſs did not reftrain her ; ſhe waz 
handſom, and knew her Charms could 
not fail of their effect where the 
Fleart was not preingag d. She 
gueſs'd therefore with probability e- 
nough if I had any intrigue with Cri- 
ſante it was out of Intereſt, which 
would not be difficult to break off, She 
often told me, 1 was not nice in my 
taſt, and if I had not weighty Rea- 
fons to juſtifie my choice, I could 
hardly avoid forfeiting my diſcretion. 
{ would not anſwer her diſobligins!y, 
aud 
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and my civility 10 her indulg d her 
weakneſs ſo far, it had like to have 
coſt me my Life. 

She made her Brother believe I 
was in love with her, which if diſco- 
ver d to Criſante, [he rold him, would 
be a means for him to gat ber af- 
fection from me, becauſe ſhe was ſo 
ſubjett togratifie her Paſſions. Mon- 
dany /o0# yielded to his Siſter's Pers= 
ſwaſizons. They knew I had ſtoln a- 
way Criſante, but they did not at all 
ſuſpect our being married. So he 
was very :ſ/iduous about her, and flat- 
ter'd him ſelf with hopes of ſucceſs, 
He made her ſeveral ſmall preſents of 
his Work, and entertain d her with 
Conſorts of Hautbois, and Bagpipes ; 
it pleas d me to ſee her ſo diverted, for 
it gave me the more freedom of enjoy- 
ing my melancholy thoughts. At laſt 
ſhe told me one day with ſome kind of 
joy, that Mondany had teld her, 7 
was in love with his Siſter, and then 
made a Declaration of his own Paſſion 


to her, I advisd her to make ſport 
with 
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with him, and not to own any thing o 
our marriage, 

Mondany was as handſom for ag 
Man, as his Siſter was for a Woman, 
and knew how to walue himſelf ; /o 
that looking on me as the only obſtacle 
to his Deſigns, he caſt about how to get 
rid of me. But this requir d time, 
knowing therefore his Siſter had a 
kindneſs for me, he defir d her to ufe 
her utmoſt endeavours to ingage me, 
that 1 might not hinder him from 
gaining Crifante, who he ſaid gave 
him no great diſcouragement, Diana 
ferv'd her Brother as he defir a,” and 
very dextrouſly gave me to underſtand 
that Crifante entertain'd his Addreſ- 
ſes ſo well, that it look d as if ſhe in- 
tended to marry him. While Diana 
thus made it her buſineſs to compaſs 
my Aﬀection, her Brother was contri- 
wing how to put it out of my Power 
to diſpute Crilante with him. One 
morning 1 ſaw a Stranger come into 
his Houſe, who looked wery earneſtly 
upon me, as if he had ſeen me before. 


[ 
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F preſently ieft the Room for fear he 
ſhould call -to mind who 1 was, and 
went to Fregonce's to ſee Criſante, 
who was not well. The apprehenſion 
we had of diſcovering our marriage 
tept Us from lying together. ] ſtaid 
almoſt all day with her, and in the 
evening we heard a great noiſe to- 
wards the Furnace, where they ſaid 


Mondany was juſt then killd, As 7 
was going to know the truth of this 
accident, I ſaw them drag a Man a- 
loag, whom they took for the Murthe- 
rer, and knew him to be the ſame 
who look d ſo attenttively upon me in 
the morning, and innocently told 
thoſe who had hold of him, 7 beliewd 
he was not guilty, becauſe he ſeem'd 
to be one of Mondany's Friends, 
whom they brought with them too. 7 
got cloſe to him, to ſee him, and find 
ing ſome remainders of life in him, [ 
follow'd the People who carried hin 
into his Cabin,where Tjoin'd with the 
reſt to bring him to himſelf ; but as 
ſoon as he recover d his Senſes, he 


appear d 
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appear d troubled at the fight of me, 
therefore not to diſturb him I went a- 
way. 

The fellow who had wounded hin 
ſeeing me go by, call'd me, to tell me 
the Truth of the Adventure. 1 
know not, ſaid he to me, what 
Reaſons Mondany had to wiſh your 
Death, but I aſſure you, he ſent for 
me out of the Mountains to kill 
you. This Morning he thew'd me 
a place where he ſaid you walk ve. 
ry late every night, and we pitch'd 
upon a Tree trom whence I was to 
ſhoot you, he made me take notice 
of your Perſon, and your Clothes, 
to prevent miſtakes, and came a- 
bour an hour ago to tell me, it was 
time for me to repair to. my Sta- 
tion. He helpd me. to get up into 
the Tree, and then took the Gun 
to give it me, but did it in fuch an 
unlucky manner, with the Mouth 
of it towards him, that it went off, 
and ſo he has kill'd himfelt. While 
this Villain was talking thus to me, 
Mondany 
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Mondany himſelf related how the 
thing happend, to theſe who were 
about him, which put me out of doubt 
why the fight of me diſturb'd him ſo. 
He died ſoon after, and his indi- 
ſereet Sifter, conſcious to her ſelf of 
this deplorable accident , wenr away 
from the Glaſs-houſe, without any bo- 
dy's knowing what was become of her, 
Having no mind to have my ſelf ta- 
ken notice of in this buſineſs, I very 
impatiently expetted Ruſat's coming 
back, and at laſt he returnd. My 
firſt care, Madam, was for you, and 
if I ſhew'd any concern, it was to 
hear news of you, and how you had 
recezv'd my Letter, Fe told me, 
you tore it without reading it, that 
you declind all Diſcourſe of me, and 
my Afairs, and ſeem'd reſolu'd ne- 


ver to forgive my running away with 


 Crifante. He added, that from what 


you ſaid tohim in your Paſſion, and An- 
ger, he gather d you had won your FHuſ- 
Lands opinion only by diſcovering your 
extream hatred to me. What (hall / 


ſay 
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Jay to you, Madam? TI afſure you I wa 
not diſpleas'd to hear you were angry 
with me, and I fear'd your indifference 
much more than your zndignation. 
Ruſat having given me an account 
of what related to me, told meh 
Aﬀairs were in 4a very if poſture, 
and that there was no likelyhood of 
my going back to my Father, who was 
grown very melancholy with the trox- 


Ze T had put him to; that«ohe bad 


ſent me a Letter, and all things nes 
ceſſary for a long Fourney. The diff 
culty now was whither we ſhould re- 
tire : I. had Friends enough who 
would - receive me, but at the (ame 
time, I had Reaſons not to try their 
kindueſs. My Wifes Humour was ſo 
uneafie, that I durſt not adventure 
to trouble my Friends with her. S$he 
was continually quarrelling with Fre- 
gonce his Wife, and Daughters. In 
ſhort, I return'd the Obligations 1 
had to them for their Patience as well 
as I .could, and to deliver them of 
their unquiet Gueſt, reſolsd to go to 
Pompa- 


Was 


2) 
*nce 
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Pompadour i» the Cevennes. After 
[ had been there two Months, as [ 
pas going by the Door of a little Con- 
vent, [ ſaw a great many People got 
together. Trouble of Mind, and Cu 
rfity made me go in, where by the 
preparations, / found they were going 
to admit a Nun into the Habit, [1 
crowded iu among the reſt to ſee with 


4 what courage ſhe renounc'd the World; 
Þ and was never ſo ſurpriz'd in my life 


ts I was to ſee it was Diana, the 
ſame Diana 7 have been ſpeaking of. 
Though ſhe was ſufficiently imploy d 
in the part ſhe was then alling, ſhe 
bappen'd to caſt her Eyes upon me ; 
and the fight of me ſtruck her with 
ſuch a ſecret emotion, that ſhe Swoon- 
ed away, and they were fain to put off 
the Ceremonie, not only then, but for 
good and all, for Diana fancyd 7 
came to Pompadour after her, and 
my preſence had reviv'd her Love, 
which was not quite extinguiſh'd in 
her Heart. I was no ſooner got back 
to my Lodging, but a Man ask'd for 


me,. 
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me, and gave me a Note from Diang, 

in which ſhe pray d me to come and 
fee her, 1 would not have gone, but 
that the Meſſenger told me, if I did 
not, ſhe was reſold to vifit me. 1 
as” d bim, if ſhe had any Relations at 
Pompadour, he told me (he had an 
Aunt there. Well, I went to the 
Convent, where Diana entertain 
me as ſhe ugd to do at the Glaſs: 
houſe. She told me beftdes, all that 
ſhe and her Brother had contrivd be- 
tween them, and rhat it was my colts 
neſs to her,more than his Death, mad: 
her think of being a Nun. For I no 
ſooner ſaw you, added ſhe, but | 
changd my Mind, in hopes that 
you have alter'd yours too to- my 
advantage. 

Diana accompanied what ſhe ſaid 
with ſo many Tears, that I could 
ſcarce forbear pitying her ; but the 
remembrance of her Artifices made 
' me proof againſt it. Tour Image too, 
Madam, aſſt, ſted me, and upon theſe 
conſiderations, 1 told her it was in 
Vain 
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vain for her to perſiſt in her kindneſs 
tome, for not being at my own diſpo- 
fal, 7 could never be hers. She eaſt- 
ly gueſs d [ was married, and diſſem- 
bled her Anger jo well, that TI reals 
ly beliew'd Reaſon had prevail d with 
ber. 1 left her, and for ſome time 
heard no more of her, but that ſhe 
had quitted the Convent, and liyd 


pith her Aunt, But you will be a- 
flouiſh'd to hear what extremities 
Deſpair brought her to. One Eve- 
wing, as my Wife and I were at Cards 
with two or three of the Neighbours 
pho came to wifit us, they brought 
me word, a Man defir d to [peat with 
me about earneſt Buſineſs, It was 
wot ſo dark as to need a Torch, and 
yet it was not light enough for me to 
diſcern who it was ſpoke to me, Ut 
was it ſeems Diana 7n Mans Clothes ; 
ſhe ſaid ſome ranibling things to me, 
to gain tire to do what ſhe came for : 
Her Speech was fo confus'd, that I 
imagin'd ſhe was almoſt diftraited, but 
ſhe quickly explain'd her ſelf pretty 


clearly, 
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clearly, for as I turn d my lead 4 
bout to bid my Man fetch a C andle, [ 
felt my ſelf ſtruck with a Dagger; 
ſhe aim'd ſo well as not to miſs her 
blow, but her Hand was ſo unſteady, 
that it glanc'd, and yer gave me a 
conſiderable wound, When this was 
done, ſhe ran the ſame Poniard into 
her own Breaſt. Upon my crying out, 
People came about us, and you may 
judge how ſurpriz'd they were at thi) 
Spectacle. Diana was fallen down, 
and talk'd like one that was quite di- 
ftiraited. My Circumſtances oblig'd 
me to take little notice of this acci- 
dent, ſo that her Aunt and I agreed 
to let it paſs for an effett of madneſs. 
This miſerable Creature would not 
ſuffer them to dreſs her ; but fell into 
a Fever, and died. 

Accidents of this kind are ſo hard 
to be conceal'd, that I apprehended 
what had happened to me, would dis 
fcover where 1 was, which made me 
leave Pompadour ſooner than | 
thought to do. I was not quite curd 


of 


: 
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if my wound, my Wife was almoſt at- 
yo indiſpo#d and I led a very wea- 
riſom life, ſo that T reſolv'd to go Pack ; 
tomy Father come what would, Wh 

Irame thither, 1 found three = 
had wrouzht a great alteration in my 
Aﬀairs. My Father received us 


Be. . he. i. 


very coldly, for what ye 7 T_ 
left you at h1s death, had fo mach le/- 
fen'd, Madam, dc BleGn lacs Mo 

that it pat him quite out of humour, 

and 1 obſery'd, he took mo great pain 
ts conceal the cauſe of it. FA my 
parr, Madam, zothing « atjlicted wc, 
but your abſence \ and the apprehenji- 
mn of your being diſpleas d at my Dar- 
riage. Till vow 1 never knew exatt- 
ly what my Wife thought of you, but 

when {be ſaw how little I was con- 
crn'd at the los of her Eſtate, ſhe 
told me, I was better pleas d to ſee it 
m your Hands, thau in hers; and 
that ſhe was not ignorant how ſtritl!y 
I bad devoted my ſelf to your Service. 
I endeavoured all I could to unde- 
eve her ; but ſh? fell into a furious 


1 
9 paſſion, 
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paſſion, aud told me, ſhe had comig.ae 
cing proofs of my falſehood, t Dough hre: 
[he had tarten wo notice of them to mellperr 
while we were abroad, Un ſhort, Malt 
dam, fhe Jhew'd me the Letter "y 
wrote to you, and confeſs d ſhe batt 
ford Rufat to give it her, and tdlwe 
fay what he did to me when he camdfor 
back. tr 
Tou may believe Ruſat's rreacheryul 
vexed me 0 the quick, and / ren. we 
fed it as it deſerv d. To excnuje hineWb 
ſelf, he told me, my Wife promiſedÞn 
him ſhe would bring me- to approve fl 
his not delivering the Letter, and 
that (he would not mention it to men 
til] [te found an opportunity of doing 
it, without difpleaſtng me, In fine, NI 
Madam, you cannot imagine how well Þt 
the difſembled her knowledge of this Þ' 
Secret ; but when once ſhe began to 
take mnatice of it, ſhe continually ie i 
proach'd me of my coldneſs in all that 
concern'd her, and how zealous [ was 
Tor Y”t. By degrees we grew more 
aud more exaſpcratcd, and unca/e to 
Gil? 


a F 
_ 
- 


EST } 
8 another... That which made the 
hos reach irreconci/eable, was, that not 
? meſſeing able to endure Rular any loager, 
Maturs'd him away, notwith{tandin? 7 all 
r Im Wives importanity to p. irdon bim. 
badſfrom that day forward we hardly e- 
{ tolver agreed in any thing, and her Paſ- 
amelfon would often tranſport ber to 
range extremities. 7 ha ve already 
'eryuold you, her Health was not wery 
ene} confirm d, her co ntin wal Melan- 
{ He toly 9 Quite r1 inn 471 itt, ani ' Proght "4 het 
ſed mio a Violent Pever, wiicy coidate bd 
? of ker in a week. 
ll She wouls UL 2 means let me [ce he! 
re while ſhe was ck au 1 1 ſubmit? oY '0 
"17 her Reſolut i ws, < and let her die in 
we, | Peace. T bore this change of my For- 
ef tine with moderation, and behaved 
1s þ my ſeit as 1 ought, without betraying 
to | either to? eb {orrow, Or ſatisfallt- 
e- lon. But, Midam, your Marrying 
at | the Count of Marignan quite OVer- 
1s | came my Reaſon, as [con as T heard of 
re Bit, [ was ſei. d with a moſt ſenſible, and 
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ſelf to dejpair. I fell fick, and fo 
rwo Months together was given ove 
by every body. I know not, Madam 
what it was kept me alive, I am ſurf 
my life was a burden to me, and 
uſed no remedics to preſerve it, At 
ſoon as I was able to leave my Be th; 
{ was very zmpatient to be at Paris 
without knowing wherefore 1 deſired 
it, It was not hope that drew mt 
thither ; though indeed I could w 
apprehend any further effetts ef you 
diſpleaſure, yon had already execute, 
your utmolt cruelty, I only was ſatisfec | 
[ (hould be where you were, and ſhouli 
at lealt, either by chance, or my own In 
duſtry ſometimes have the pleaſure 
ſeeing you. Tour Husband's, and my 
LVives death, were grear ſteps to the 
compoſing of my Affairs, and putting me 
into a condition of appearing 1n the 
Worl. 

[ [-\t Languedoc to come 10 Paris, 
where I have ſeen no body but your 
pretty Kinſwoman, who after ſome 
Liltourſe with her, had ſo mach com- 

| pajjion 


n—— Fe Vka< 


———_— a — — _ _ 


": (53) 

'f ſor for me,to promiſe We t9 deceive 
lan houſe far, as to get you hith r,to afford 
ard the only comfort I am capatle of. 
1 8 Here Bleſinac ended his Relation, 

Iwhich had ſo much cftect upon me 
2.,Athat I no longer doubted his Fide- 
ari lty, But we were never the ha 
peer tor that, I could do no th = ” 


ared 
contribute to Jus repoſe wit] 
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dangering my own; be Choe | I Was 
oopFEnlible ſuch interviews were inde: 
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fo pquence, In ſh ort, Macam, I had 
no mind to harbour an al | 
 7,$ dangerous to my Reput: 
alas! who can reſiſt the te 
Lover om deſerves to be beloved 2 
+l Blefinac appear'd to be toucit'd 
the qui ke that I could not refule 
J, þ ſeeing him ſometimes in my Kint- 
womans Company, nor help diſco- 
is,þ vering my Heart fo tar to him, as 
wi to let him find I lovd him more 
nz} than 1 ought, I repay'd his Sighs, 
and Tears, With the like; and we 
found our ſelves in a more deplo- 
D 3 rable 
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rable condition rban before we mer. 
It was very late Letore we parted, 
and my Kinſwoman would not let 
Klet 'nac £0 back to Paris that 
pct ; yer not thinking it conve- 
nt for him to be ſeen in her 
loule. he ſtaid in the Cabinet, 
where the ſent him ſomethin & to 
eat by a Woman ine could fately 
ruſt, and by her gave his | *cople 
notice the bs ſto aldg O W ait for their 
aller at the next Village, Alter 
r We went back to him, and 
with him molt part of the 
night, T had quite forgot to tell 
him, | would have him be gone the 
next day, and went away "without 
peaking tohim of it; and when [ 
p/0p0s'd to my Couſin to ſend him 
word, he ſhould go very early 1n 
the morning , ſhe anſwered , 
would be better lor him to lay ll 
night, to avoid being ſeen by any 
body ; and I was eaſily contented to 
have | ſo good a 2 reaſon for his ſtay. 
PThote who arg born to be un- 
happy, 


, (appy' Arc 2 ways ſo, and 


i711 eve 
rg thing the'y go about. My kainl- 
Woman, and | went to lee 2/:Angc 
2gun in LIC ſn 1197 ſit! $28 bb Way Very 


defirous to learn w hat had happen'd 
to me, and I conſented to ſatisfie 
him, and was M 

Relation. a5 tie cont. iv N, 2d rrou- 
ble of Mind tv W2$S1N, Waicn | re- 
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folv'd to marry the Count de 412: 
rignan. The remembrance of tl; 

made me whether I wouid or no» 
ſhed ſome Tears, and I had not Icir 
off, when my Kinſywoman, who ts: 
by the W1 ndow, fay W 1RY  Liuhand 


coming . He was already {0 near, 
t was impoſſible for us to get out 


before he came to the Door. Hou - 
ever Ble/tnac tarew himſelf upon the 
Bed, and we went out to meet [1im, 
with all the concern upon us you 
may imagine. He oblerv'd it, and 
from thence,together with my Tears, 
which were not yet quite wipd ott, 
gather'd ſuch proofs, as gave lim 
luipition, which nevertheleſs he 
D 4 COil- 
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conceald ſo well, as not to ſhew ir 
before vs. It was now Dinner 
time, and a Footman brought word 
;t was upon the Table, ſo that the 
Count could not avoid going in 4- 
long with us, and as we croſs'd the 
Garden, he told me very obliging. 
iy, he was weary of all place 
where I was not with him. He 
had lefr Hunting to come to me, 
and this token of his kindneſs, made 
me extreamly ſenſible of my ingra- 
titude, There was hardly a Word 
faid all Dinner long ; and my Kinf 
woman, whom my Husband watch- 
ed as well as me, had much ado to 
whiſper me, that it was not fit for 
us to ſtay there the reſt of the day, 
and would have me propoſe going 
back to Paris. But my Husband, who 
{till kept his Eyes upon the Cabr 
1et in the Garden, had a mind to 
go thither, and would not leave the 
Houſe, till he had ſatisfied his Cu- 
riofity, which he gave us to under- 
ſtand, by faying he would have us 
ſpend 
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ſpend ſome time there before we 
went*away. 

My Couſins Maid, who knew 
where it pinch'd, had the Wit, and 
Dexterity to relieve us. She tools 
a great compaſs about tne Garden, 
and then let Ble/znac out, by ſetting a 
Ladder up to one of the Windows, 
and conducted him to a Farmers 
Houſe, where he ſtaid to hear from 
us, For my part, I was ignorant 
of the 800d Office ſhe had done me, 
and was in a mortal fear what 
would become of me. As ſoon as 
my Husband had dined, he ſpoke 
of going to the Cabinet, My Kint- 
woman, who had the Key, was 
once of the mind to have gone out of 
the way a little, that the might have 
avoided giving him it ; now it was 
equally dangerous to refuſe going 
thither too obſtinately, as 1t was to 
agree to it too briskly : therefore 
ſhe reſolv'd to ſpoil the Key fo as it 
might not turn in the Lock. But 
this invention did not ſucceed, my 
D 5 Husvand 
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> Husband {ſtrejghtned it, open'd the 
Door, and went dire&ly to the Bed, 

where he laid him down, tiat we 
might not think he had any ſuſpi- 
ci0n of us; but when he ſaw the 
Window tat lnok d to the _—_— 
of the Garden open, he . ſhook hi 


Head 1n ſuch a Manner, as I tc ak 
notice of it, and I aflure you, 1t put 


me into a -mnceſp friobt. n_ as ] 
began to recover my felt, he found 
Bleſinac's Crape Hatbvand which wv 
fallen down By the Bedfide. He 
look'd upon ity a little while, and 
my Couſin pigtgnoed. to cail to 
mind who itYfgng 1 to, and et laſt, 
as if ſhe had forgot, ſhe ſaid ths 
came ſo many Peopic thither 1n = 

abſence, thac it was impollible for 
bes to gN uels, 

This excuſe, though well enougi 
fram'd, inſtead of cjearing, increas d 
ih? Counts ſuſpicions, and made 
him refolive to watch me ſo cloſe, 
that he might either juſtifie me, or 
undeniably convince me, We re- 
turnd 


{1 
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turn'd that night ro Paris, and | 
learnt ſince, that Bleſmac tent tor 

his Horſes to go back thither roo z 
and I heard trom him there ſome - 
times oy my Couſtn wit came ot- 
ten to viſit me, which Correſpe'n- 
dence my band never hinder 4d, 
though he ſuſpected her: She had 
ſo much power over me, that we 
made a ſecond appe 119tment ro Meer 
at one Azar's, a Painters Houle In 
Rt heli, 'U* Bos My Husba! 1 h ad 
me dopg'd, and as foon as he knew 


where we m_ got privately 1n- 
to a neighbo ng Houſe, where ” 
! [ 

pianced himſelf t tO Watcn us, Wh 

we 1d been at doors two — 

CE... 

Blz/inac went away farſt, He was 
in Mourning, and my Husband re- 
nembring the Crape he found er 
mY Ainſwomans, cCoubtcd not by: 
It was he who Jeir it there, bir 
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told of Ble/inac before, and his af 
tection to me; he knew alſo that 
he had buried his Wite, and this 
was it that put him out of all doubt. 
Well, he let us alone at the Pain- 
ters, and went away from his Poſt, 
belore we came out, When I came 
home, I tound my Mother there, 
who ſtaid to acquaint me that my 
Husband had been with her to com- 
plain of me. I cxcusd my felt to 
her without much difticulty, and 
convinc'd her I was guilty of no 
ſuch horrid Crime in permitting 
poor Bl:/mmac to ſee me. Its true, 
14;d ſhe, but Husbands Eyes are 
more open to what condemns, than 
that which juſtifies, and I adviſe 
you to break offall Correſpondence 
with a Man whom the Count 1s 
Jealous of. IT promisd her I would, 
and ſhe ſtay'd with me to uſe her 
indeavours to bring my Husband 
out of his 1]] Humour; but do what 
ſhe could, notning would ſerve turn, 
but I muſt leave the Town the ve- 
ry 
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ry next day, and go with him to 
Fhtaiac, which was a Seat he had at 
the foot of the Pyren@an- Hills, 
Nay, he was ſo cautious as to put 
way all my Maids and Footmen, 
ind to take others. * He got every 
thing ready for our Journey with 
ſuch diſpatch, that we lefc Pars ex- 


ily at the time he deliga'd, and 
took the Rode to Bourdeaux, withe 
out mention all the way either of 
his Diſpleaſure, or any thing elle ; 
for we travelld two hundred 
Leagues without ſpeaking one 
Word. You may gueſs, however, I 
thought of Ble/tnac often, and could 
not help reflc&ting upon my unfor- 
tunate Lite. 

I expreſs'd no diſſatisfaction at 
my leaving Paris; nay, I was fo 
indifferent at my departure, that 
my Husband ought at leatt to have 
believ'd I facrificd all ro my Duty. 
When we came to #/tazac, he ſent 
me word I might chuſe what Apart- 
ment I pleasd in tne Houle, and 
that 
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that heexpected I ſhould never fiir 
out of it. 1 obey'd, and went in- 
ro my Priſon, which I accuſtom'd 
my {clt to without any great dif}. 
culty. My Husband, who was of 
a different Temper, paſs'd his time 
very miſerably 1n this Place, which 
is moſt dreadfully firuated ; his on- 
iy Pleaſure was in my Confinemens 
and what he believ'd had pals d 

tween me and Bleſinac, ran 1o i ir) llis 
Head, that when cver he look'd up 
by chance to my Wingow v, and ſaw 
me there, he Would turn awav, 2s 
it he were frighted. After tome 
time, he took a fancy ro trim up an 
Apartment 1 11 the Hot c; I believe 
he had a mind to learn to * aw him- 
lelf at leaſt I ton by onc o 
the Women that waited on me, that 
he had fent to Par;; for a La 
and would have a = d one, what- 
ever it colt him, All this while 1 
never went out of my Chamber ut 
_ Holt Gays; and I pro relt, tie 
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be went by my Window, made me 
pity him fo, that I reſoly'd to rea- 
lon the Caſe with him. In order 
to this, I begs d { might diſcourſe 
with Him, which with a great deal ' 
of difficulty he conſented to. Con- 
idering the Circumſtances I was 
in, I ſpoke to him, I think, as I 
ought ; 1 am ſure, it was very ſub- 

millively. He hear 4 me without 
nterruption ; and then looking ups 
on me wit! Eyes that {poke Indig- 
nation 2nd ('o RTCINUT ty 1 ou puſh your 
Confidence, ſaid he, 00 far, t0, ex- 
poſe your felf thas to the Reproaches 
which I can e. efily overwhelm you with, 
[s it P29 ible, ſaid ne, You can *hixk 1 
am ignorant of your Falſhood ? And 
thouzh [ reſent n as becomes @ Man 
of Enour, you may ed es f am the 
more provol'd dA, becauſe you have as 
bus d me when 1 tr " -d you moſt, 
[ would have juſtified my {elf by a 
ſincere Confetſion of ail that had 
paſs'd between B/e/nac and me,jrom 
the firſt day of our Acquaintance, 
£1 
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till my coming from Parzs : But all 
I could ſay, in itead of inducing him 
to pardon me, ſerv'd but to improve 
his Hatred. - It came into his Head, 
that I married him only to be re- 
veng'd of Ble/inac; and tis Fancy 
enrag'd him fo, that I cremblea to 
think what would become ot me. 
He told me, he could ſooner excuſe 
my Intrigues ſince Marriage, than 
my marrying him when my Heart 
was preingag4d. 

From that time forward he re- 
fus'd to let me ſpeak with him any 
more ; all I could learn, was, that 
he was exceeding melancholy. He 
lived above a Month at this rate ; 
and I was the more uneahie, becauſe 
whatever Account I had of him, 
made me apprehend he would at- 
tempt my Life. But at laſt two 
Painters came from Pars, and help'd 
to divert him in Is Diſcontent. One 
of them was excellent in his Art, 
and the other had a great many 
Qualities that were very entertain- 


ing ; 
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ing; for hz not only painted, but 
he had Wit, was a Poct, a Mulici- 
an, a good Mimick, and always ve- 
ry chearful, My Husband indeed 
was ſurprisd to find a Man of his 
Rank fo accompliſh'd; and the more, 
when he perceivid by his ſolid 
Knowledge that the Endowments of 
his Soul exceeded the little Flaſhes 
of ſuperficial Wir. All this, joyn'd 
with an agreeable Out-fide, had 
ſuch an efie&t upon my Husband, 
that in a ſhort time he recover'd the 
natural Gaiety of his Humour. In 
a word, Dormont (ſo was this Pain- 
ter cali'd) furniſh'd him every day 
with ſome new Diverſion. Some- 
times he repeated a piece of a Play 
to him, and kept up the CharaQeers 
ſo well, that Floridor es 

or Poiſſon themſelves 1, 10, 
never acted a paſſionate 

Part, or a Farce better. Sometimes 
he would imitate the 7ra/zans, and 
ſing to his Theorho or Guitar, and 
danc'd with incomparable grace and 


activity. [ 
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I had a Maid who was not ſhut 
up with me, bur had the liberty to 
come 1n and out of my Apartment, 
Fhis Wencii, whoſe Name was &o/e, 
ſpoke often to me of the Painter 
and by her Diſcourſe, I had reaſon 
to believe ſhe had a Kinanets for 
him. Ah Madan, laid ſhe to me 
one day, you knew how much Vt, 
and what bewitching Qualities Dore 
mont has, you would not wonder my 
Maſter is ſo fond of him. T proteſt 
7 never ſaw a man ſo capable to in 
Jpire Love ; but I queſtion whether he 
e ſuſceptible of it ; for generally Pete 
ple who have ſuch Perfettions, wiſh ſo 
wel/ to themſelves, that they care lit- 
tle for any body elſe. Not that he is 
' fo cold to me, added ſhe; for he is 
very complaiſant to me : but I perceive 
it 1s more out of Civility, than an) 
inclination he has to me, Well Roſe, 
faid I, zs it not poſſible for me to have 
a hight of this Painter? He is read) 
zo die, Madam, replied ſhe, with im- 
patience to give you a V, ifit. He has 
ask'd 
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ad me a thouſand (u2/t tons how you 
live, and what you do a ways to ſup- 
port your melancholy Condition. Were 
it not that I fear d to diſpleaſe you, 
[ would have brought him to you be- 
fore now, 1 told RoJe, I would not 
be angry it the did; and ſhe went 
to him immediately, to tell him he 
had my leave to wait upon me. 
Next morning he came along 
with her into my Chamber : bur 
judge, Madam, how ſurpris'd I was 
to find Dormont was the Count of 
Bleſinac, It was well for me, that 
Roſe was taken up with her own 
Thoughts, for it kept her from ob- 
ſerving the diſturbance I was in. I 
never dream'd of the Pleaſure of 


" ſeeing him, and only conſider the 


ill Conſequences of our Meeting, 
and the Danger he expos'd himſelf 
to. As ſoon as I recover'd my felt 
out of the firſt Surpriſe which the 
fight of him caſt me into, I told 
him, I was oblig'd to him for the 


pains he took to divert my Huſ- 
band 


(65) 
band in his Solitude. He anſwer 
me with abundance of reſpect, but 
durſt not ſpeak to me in private, 
Hearing me ask for a Basker which 
I kept my Work in, he ran to fetch 
it me, and dexterouſly put a Letter 
into it ; and then, after a little more 
Diſcourle, 1 made him a Sign to be 
gone. When Roſe and he were out 
of the Room, I ſhut the Door, and 
open'd his Letter, in which he ac- 
quainted me, how much my Hul- 
band's carrying me out of Town in 
that manner, had troubled him ; that 
he reſolv'd to come and ſhare my 
Misfortunes with me, and to do all 
that lay in his power to put an end 
to them ; that he had prevaild with 


the Painter, who knew nothing of 


his Quality, to let him come along 
with him to ZX/azac, under pretenſe 
of improving his Hand under him. 
He told me beſides, how far he had 
gain'd upon my Husband, and what 
he had ſufter'd in not ſeeing me a 
whole Month that he had been 

there; 
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Wee ; ; that however he choſe to de- 
prive himſelf of that Satisfaction, 
rather than expoſe me to any Incon- 
vemence, by attempting any thing 
raſhly; and then conciuded with 
tender Proteſtations of eternal and 
inviolable Love. 

I had Paper by me which 1 
usd to wrap up my Work in, but 
had neither Pen, nor Ink, and knew 
not which way to anſwer him; 
however Love was ſo ingenious as 
to make me think of a Compotition 
to write with, which makes no vi- 
ſible marks upon the Paper, and is 
not to be read till you hold it to 
the Fire. I made uſe of this to let 
Dormout know he muſt needs go 
from E/taiac, The difficulty now 
was to inſ{trutt him how to read 
what I had writ: to effett which, I 
told Roſe I had a mind to learn to 
draw, ond bid her bring Dormont 
to me privately as he did at firit to 
give me my firſt Lefſon. SAC 19 as 


[bid her, but the was ſo in love with 
111m, 


(70) 

him, that ſhe would not truſt him 
out of her ſight, and ſtood 1o near 
us all the while, that with much 
ado I could hardly tell him how he 
muſt do to read what I ſent ht! 
Theſe meetings were ſo dangerous 
that TI intended to forbid then 
indeed I gave him leave to write t) 
me the ſame way as I uſed, and 
Roſe brought me his Letters, think- 
ing them nothing but Papers win 
Flowers drawn upyn them. I wrote 
my Anſwers at tae Dotrom, ies 
pretended to {end Inm back lis 


Flowers. This ( orreſpot os fi- 
tisiy'd him at fir t, but Love which 
Is always contriving of new pro- 


Jets, made him think of a fure way 


ro deliver me out of my Priſon. Re 


induſtriouily fought all opportuni- 
ties of ſpeaking of me to my Hul- 
band, and at laſt met with ons; 
There was an admirable Echo in 
the Garden, where my Husband of- 
ten made Dor ont {1Ng, 

I remember ons day as | was at 
my 
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my Chamber Window, where 1 
could hear him, my Husband ſeeing 
me tacre, told Dor mont, that y 
liſtened 70 him , and if F# bad a 
mind to pleaſe me, he muſt (ing ome- 
thing that was melancholy, jt Bis 
Vng, to Cx reſs the ri70ur of a ted. 
ous ſeparation. If you bave nothing 
fad enough a lready, added he, Tit , 
Whaberbine- 0f your own Mm! aking « EX = 
fempore. Dormont, after a lirric Muy 
C1tar ION, {un 1 theie Word ." 


[ come, dear Nyipi, of Abſence to 
complatn, 

Without leaſt Flups, my ſorrows 
70 YEMOoVe. 

Fleas d with the utmoſt rizour of 
my pan, 

[ think of nothinn now, bat Death, 
and Lows. | 


But, Sir, (aict Dormont tO my 
Hasband when he had con be 
if theſe word's pleaſe you, moy [ pre- 
fume\to ah, wy your Latly is fo Joit- 
Y Fary © 
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tary? for I think I have heard Roſe 
ſay, ſhe is ſo handſom, you need no 
be aſham'd to let her be ſeen. Du 
wot you know, reply'd he, that Beaut 
is very rare, and the leſs it is look 
on the more it is reſpefted. T believe 
Sir, reply'd Dormont, it is prudent: 
ty done of the Kints of Ormus, not to 
ſhew themſelves to their People above 
once in a year ; but I never heard it 
prattis'd between a Man and his Wife 
any where but at Eſtaiac. I pers 
cerve, ſaid the Count, you would be 
glad to ſee her, and you ſhall, upon con- 
dition you do not abuſe the permiſſion 
{ give you, by concerning your ſelf in 
the complaints which it's likely ſhe may 
make of me to you. Dormont tearing 
1i he gave him time to reflect upon 
the hberty he aftorded him, he 
m:ght change his mind, beſought 
him not to defer the favour he pro- 
mis'd him to another day. My 
Husband immediately call'd Ro/e to 
him, and commanded her to thew 
Dormoat the way into my Appart- 

ment, 
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th it. This was ſome ſatisfaction 

me, bur [ never yer taſted any 

erfect Joy, and this leſs than any 

ther, becaule I durlit not flatter my 

4 If it would continue long. Dor- 

"op ft told me what he had done to 

| tain leave to viſit me, and order 

s Diſcourſes ſo dextrouſly, that ir 

| em'd necetſary for him to ſpeak 

ttly to nfe. You may be ſure, he 

3 ade uſe of this priviledge only to 

Il me the molt moving things thar 

1 pve can inſpire. [I permitted tum 

ogive my Husband what account 

t& thought fir of our Converſati- 

n, and was not willing he ſhould 
ay long with me, 

As ſoon as ever he came out of 

ny Chamber, the Count de Marig- 

as ask'd him his Opinion of my 

erfon, and Humour. She 7s un- 

wbtedly a very fine Woman anſw erd 

Dormont, but without ſearching into 

accidental cauſes of her grief, 1 

late her to be naturally of a melan- 


boly diſpoſition; _ ſhould ſhe have 


a 
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a fancy to fing, I believe ſhe woull 
employ her Voice in very ſorronful 
Ditties. But in ſhort, reply'd my 
Husband, what ſaid ſhe fo you * She 
diſcoursd to me, ſaid Dormont, o 
the Beauty of this Solitude, and hoy 


defirous ſhe was I might draw her 1 
Landſcape, in which there might be 
wothing but Rocks, and Torrents, 
Wild Beaſts, Trees with their Leaves 
off, and obſcure Caverns, Except it 
were a ' Tomb, which perhaps ſhe did 
not think of, ſhe omitted nothing that 
might argue her thoughts to be ex- 
ceeding melancholy, and fill'd m 
Head with ſuch ſad Notions, that 1 
fear I ſhall hardly get rid of them, 
No, faid my Husband with a bitter 
fmile, her Melancholy does not pro- 
ceed from her Conſtitution ; and | 
believe would have enter'd upon 
the particular Circumſtances of my 
Afﬀairs, it word had not been 
brought him, that the Chevalier d: 
Monſerolle, a Neighbour of his, was 
come -to viſit hum. This was the 

- > only 
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-oul/ only Gentleman of the Country 


with whom he had made a Friend- 
ſhip. They diſcours'd privately a- 
bout half an hour, and then the 
Chevalier went away, and left the 
Count 1n a kind of a ſerious muling, 

As ſoon as he was gone, my 
Husband call'd Dermont to him a» 
rain; who had left the Room out 
of reſpe&t. f my Wife, ſaid he to 
him, has infeited you with her Me- 
lancholy, we ſhall have a pretty La- 
dy here to night, who, it may be, may 
reſtore your good humour > It is Ma- 
damoiſelle d' Ecugy, who 15 rax away 
with the Chevalier de Monleroile. / 
cannot in decency keep her from ſee- 
ing my Wife, and therefore ſhall bc 
ford to put au end to her ſolitude ; 
but 7 would have her owe the Obli-- 
gation wholly to you. Ah, Sir, an- 
fwered Dormont, rob her not of the 
fatisfaftion of owing it to your felt, 
and have a care you do not ſpoil me. 
by making me more preſumptuons thas 
T owght to be. IWel!/, ſaid my Hul- 
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band, / will have it Jo, therefore yo 
ro her immediately, and tell hcr, ſhy 
may come town Stairs, and make 
that Figure in my Family, which ſhe 
had always done, if ſhe had behaw'd 
her ſelf better. Dormont came in- 
ro my Chamber, witha very chear- 
ful Countenance, and gave ine an 
account of what hed palſsd in the 
two hours he had been from me, 
Any one but I would have been 
pleas'd with ſuch news; but 1 was 
usd to rejoyce at nothing, and at 
this time fear ſurmounted my 
kindneſs for Ble/inac ; not but there 
were fome moments in which | 
lik'd my condition well enough. | 
loved, and was beloved. The nick 
ty of our (intrigue made our Con- 
verfation more endearing, and had 
I been inclin'd to pleaſure, I might 
have been ſatisfied with ſo unex- 
pected a change ; but I had not yet 
run through all the Calamities that 
were to compleat my Deſtiny; and 
if ſometimes I telt any diſpoſition 

to 
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tobe chearfu', an invincible ſecrec 
foreboding, {till threw me back in- 
tomy former forrow. 


The firſt thing I did after I was 


*[at liberty, was to go into my Huſ- 
«| band's Cloſer to receive his Orders: 


l found him better dreſs'd than he 
w'd to be, and Civiller to me than 


1 expected. He advisd me very 


almly to find out ſuch amuſe- 
ments as might quite baniſh B/e/e- 
wc out of my thoughts, and then 
told me he could not retuſe to pro 
tet rhe Chevalrer de Monſerolle , 
who had taken away the Baron 4” E- 
tgy's Daughter againſt his Will, and 
defired me to make them welcom. 
[ had not time to anſwer him, tor 
there came a great many Gentle- 
men into the Court, with a young 
Woman, whoſe behaviour I thoughr 
+ little extravagant, I went to the 
Gate to receive her, and did it with 
all the Civility I could, which cer. 
ftainly ſhe ought to have return'd 
with the like; but ſhe hardly 
E 3 vouch- 
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voucihiſated to look on me. My 
Husband's Addreſſes met with bets 
ter entertainment, and I had 
enough to do to Compliment thoſe 
who came along with Madam EF. 
C42 y. I confeſs alſo, I applied my 
felt to obſerve the Lover, and hi 
Miſtreſs, my Husband, and a Gen- 
tleman call'd Arbanante. My Mind 
was never fo diverted by any Ob- 
Je of Pleaſure, tut that 1 was ab 
ways at leiſure, and diſpos'd to di 
ſcern. the Humour and true Bias of 
their inclinations, who were not 
extreamly xeſerv'd, and upon thei 
Guard in all their Ations, I quick 
ly diſcover'd that the Chevalier de 
Monſerolle really lov'd his Miſtreſs; 
that ſhe had not the ſame kindnel 
for him, and had conſemed to go 
away with him, only out of an 
ambition ſhe had of ſignalizing her 
ſelf by a piece of remarkable fully. 
AQions of this nature feldom hap- 
pen withour violating the Rules of 


Decency, which the ſeem'd wholly 
10 


Ct 
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to have forgotten. I perceiv'd fo 
much 1immodeſty in her Mirth, 
that I often wonder'd how the Che- 
valzer durit venture to marry a Wo- 
man who had fo little command of 
her ſelf, For my part, I always 
thought a Woman obliged to war- 
rant her Vertue by her Behaviour ; 
But all the did, was contrary to this 
Maxim, Her great delight was ia 
fancying People in love with her, 
but more, to have them who were 
ſo, or at leaſt feign'd to be ſo, de- 
clare it. Being of this temper, it 
was no wonder ſhe was proud of 
the reſpe&t my Husband thew'd her, 
and forgot ſhe had run away with 
Monſerolle. 

I aſſure you, ſhe remembred it ſo 
little, that for ſome days ſhe would 
ſcarce give him leave to ſpeak to 
her : and my Husband put no man- 
ner of conſtraint upon himſelf ; for 
knowing the realon-1 had to fear 


him, was: ſufficient to hinder me 


rom thwarting his Inclinations, he 
E 4 made 
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made no ſcruple of courting hi 
Friend's Miſtreſs, thovgh it were. 
gainſt che Laws of Hojpitalicy. In 
the mean time, there was a nec] 
ty of the Chevalier's fixing his Re 
ſolutions, Madam d Fcugy was in 
no haſte to be married ; my Hu: 
band dreaded ſhe thould ; Dormont 
was glad he was taken up With x 
Pailton that kept him from diving 
into our Intrigue; and Arbarante 
had no mind to leave Eftazac, which 
he could not avoid if the Match 
were once concluded. Every ones 
Intereſt lying the ſame way, it was 
no hard matter to reconcile rhe Par- 
ties. My Husband would nceds 
have Dormont one of their Privy- 
Council ; they reſolv'd Monſeroll 
ſhould go to Paris, to obtain the 
Mareſchal de Gramont's Protection, 
to whom he was particularly 
known. 

' Monſerolle's abſence made no al- 
feration at F/tatac ; on theccontra« 
ry, new Diverſions were invented 

| every 
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every day : Pur yet though my 
Haxband had ſome reaſon to expect 
Madam &* Ecugy thould return his 
Kindneſs, he was ſo unhappy as to 
find the diſlik'd him, and thar it was 
a Conſtraint to her to endure his 


| Addreſſes. Now, Madam, I am 


come to that part of my Story 
which recals very afflicting Cir- 
ctmitances to my remembrance, and 
you ſhall ſee rhe utmoſt Period of 
my Misfortunes. Madam d&' Ecugy 
was in love with Dormont, and was 
ſo indiſcreet as to let it be taken no- 
tice of My Husband was the firſt 
that diſcover'd it ; bur obſerving 
Dormont did not at all anſwer her 
Aﬀcetion, he ſtill continu'd his 
Kindneſs to him, and told him ſome- 
times in confidence, Thar he recom- 
mended the Concerns of liis Heart 
to him ; but Dormont minded nei- 
ther the Miſtreſlſes kind Looks, nor 
the Lover's Apprehenſions. One 
Evening having a Mind to play at 
Blindmand's-Buff, the would needs 
E 5 have 


(V2 ) 
have Dormont blinded; as he ran 
-about to catch one of us, he felt 
Note thruſt into his Hand. Being 
4n.complaiſance to make one at this 
Sport, he thought at firſt I had gy 


wen tt him, or that it might come 
from Roſe, who {till loved him; but 
«could not ſo much as imagine Mx 
dam 4 Fcugy reſerv'd enough to 
take ſuch a Covrſe to explain her 
ſelf. He was ſo impatient to know 
the meaning of it, that .as ſoon as 
he had caught one, who by the 
Rules of the Play was to be bound 
1n his turn, he went out of the 
Room to read the Billet, which was 
m theſe Terms. 


F Ere you a Man of (Quality, 1 

ſhould take it ill that you 

Fans not already made me a Return 

ſuitable to the a I do you, m 

preferring 'you not only before the Ma- 

fter of the Houſe , but another aj 
whom 1 once thought well enough 0 

tet him marry me. But I ſee 1 ml 

D 
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be forc'd to break the Ice my ſelf, and 
let you know, 1 paſs over whatever 
makes a diſtance between us, and 
wholly follow the Inclination of my 
Heart, which attrails me to you, 
Make the beſt uſe you can of an Ad- 
vertiſement which 1s too advantagious 
for you to [light ; and remember, what 
{ offer you 1s upon condition, that you 
always treat me with that Reſpet 
which is due to me. 

Do; mont was really troubled 
this Letter, for he had no mind to 
Rival my Husband in every thing, 
nor would he give me any cauſe to 
luſpect him ; and beſides, was atraid 
of Fcugy's Indiſcretion : So that here 
was enough at once to diſturb his 
Mind, It nearly concern d him to 
prevent my Maids diſcovery of our 
good Intelligence. In ſhort, he con- 
cluded he was to fear nothing fo 
much as to diſquiet me, and rhere- 
fore facrific d his Diſcretion to his 
Fidelity, and tound an Opportunity 
9 
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fo tell me what had hapen'd to him, 
| preſently ſaw the dangerous Con. 
ſequences of it, and beheld with 
infinite aſthGion all the Calamities 
this Womans Paflion would bring 
vpon me. She was as 11;parient all 
the next day as Pevple in her Con- 
dItion uſually are : ] know not wp 
It came to paſs, that | chancd to le 
alone with her ; for we both avoid- 
cd one anothers Company as much 
as we could. I perceiv'd the was 19 
uneaſte, that | thought my ſelf 
bound to take notice ol it, and ask 
what was rhe reaſon of it. My Cer- 
camſtances are ſuch, ſaid the, very 
brizkly, that / cannuet enjoy much 
Peace. Till to day, anſwer d I, your 
Affairs have not ſjeem'd to diſturk You, 
end 1] know not any thing that has h aſs 
pen 4 to alarm YOU. F erhaps, added l, 
the Chevalier de Monſerolle is /onger 
from you than he promzs WW Not at all, 
{aid ſhe ; / nezther rejoice nor grieve at 
his abſence, Ah Madam, replied I, as 
to that matter, give me leave to think 
you 
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you do not ſpeak ſincerely. There is no 
likelihood you would have let Monſe- 
rolle have carried you away from 
our Father, unleſs Love had anima- 
ted you, Why, antwer'd ſhe, you 
bave been as bold, without having ſo 
Honourable a Pretence as Þ had: 
But I percerv? w 10/4 enouth, continu- 
cd the, what you drive at, and what 
vexes you to the Heart : Ton fancy at 
leaſt that your Flusband is in love 
with me ; and truly if I thounht it 
plagu'd you, [ w ould make tt my Bus 
ſineſs ro improve it : But 2t 1s your 
Husband, Mamam, it is not your bo» 
loved Blefinac, and ſo you need not 
fear. Midam, replied I, pretty 
ſmartly, / muſt have a greater was 
lue for you firſt, than I have yet, be- 
fore I can ſuſpect any man has ſo little 
Judgment, as to find any thi "THT in you 
that can make me jealous of your Merit. 

Tuſt as I faid this, my Husband 
came into the Room ; ſhe gave him 
her Hand, and went along with him 
to ſee an Apartment which he had 
order'd 
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order'd to be painted: At leaſt thi 
was her Pretence ; for ſhe went on- 
ly to find Daywoue, and as ſoon a; 
ſhe came where he was, ſhe preten. 
ded ſhe had ammd to learn to dray, 
and defir'd him to give her ſome 
Copies. My Husband, who did not 
like this Requeſt of hers, told her, 
Dormont had not Skill enough tg 


be her Maſter ; but ſhe was fo angry 
with him for faying ſo, that he was 
fain to comply with her. 

I think I have already told you, 
that the Chevalier de Monſerolle leit 
one Arbanante behind him at Fit, atac, 
to watch Madam 4 Eeaugy, to-whoim 
he was Kin. But befides the ſcore 
of Relation, he had particular Rea- 
{ons to ingage him to obſerve Der- 
mont's Actions. He found he knew 
More of the World than common 
Painters uſe to do. In ſhort, Dor- 
-mout had an Air fo noble and tree, 
which he could neither diveſt him- 
ſelf of, nor well conceal under [is 
Diſguiſe, that Arhbanante guels'd him 
to 
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thro be any thing, rather than what 
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he had a mind to paſs for. Being 
confirm'd in this Opinion, he reſol- 
ved to leave no Stone unturn'd to 
diſcover who he was. He perceiv'd 
that Roſe had a great kindneſs for 
Dormont, which he return'd rather 
with a forc'd, than an hearty com- 
pliance. He got by degrees to be 


'y 


intimate with rhis Wench,and build- 


4 f ing-upon the Weakneſs which ſuch 


U, 


fort of People uſually betray, when 
you promiſe to tell them: their For- 


it ] wune, he propos'd to her the Caſt- 


C, 
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ing of her Nativity, He knew ſome 
of the Aſtrological Cant, and talk'd 
boldly of the Lord's Houſe, the 4n- 
ge of Fortune, of Trines, Sextiles, 
Aſpetts, and ſuch Stuft; which fail'd 
not to draw Roſe into the Snare he 
{ſpread for her. 

He told her therefore ſhe was in 
Love with a Man whom he de- 
({crib'd very -near ſuch a one as Dor- 
mont., and aflur'd her the would 
have been :lov'd by him, if an _ 
.dant 
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dant ſuperiour to hers had not to:c' 
him to devote himfelt to another, 
Then he ask'd her, if the had known 
Dormont long. and how he carne to 
Eſtatac 2 and abundance ot other 
Queſtions, which the anſwered with 
ſo much ſimplicity, that comparing 
what the roid him, with what he 
already. knew of Blefnac, and me, 
he no longer doubted but Bj: 
rac and. Dormont were all one ; but 
the Concluſions he drew from this 
Information were not enough to 
ſerve his 'turn, unleſs he made that 
advantage of it which he propos'd 
to himſelf. It is time therefore, 
Madam, that I tell you, Arbanante 
was 1n love with me; and had 4 
not been preingag'd by my real at- 
tection for another, I might eaſily 
have diſcover'd it, notwithſtanding 
all the reſpect he us'd to conceal 
It. 

Few People were ſo craity as 
thoſe of the Countrey' where . I 
taen dwelt; therefore you muſt 
nct 


( 8g) 


cd not imagine Arbanante would let me 
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ſee the bottom of his Heart : quite 
contrary, he would often very neat- 
ly and ſubclely railly the vanity Dor- 
mont might be guilty of, upon the 


account of Madam d' Fcagy's extra- 
ordinary eſteem of him; but all 
this while he contriv'd a ſecret me- 
thod, which he knew would infal- 
libly accompliſh his Ends. His De- 
ſign was to keep Dormont from me, 
to effe&t which, he perſwaded Ma- 
dam A Ecugy it would be a pretty 
Amuſement for her to learn to 
Draw, and that it might oot inter- 
fere with her other Diverſions, ſhe 
would do well to take his LnſtruQti-. 
ons ſome time every Night, and 
Morning. There was no great 
need 0! preſſing this Advice upon 
her, whit agreed fo well with her 
Inclinatioris, and ſhe made uſe of 
all the Power ſhe had with my 
Husband to get him to command 
Dormont to be induſtrious in 


teaching her what ſhe pretended 
ſuch 
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ſuch an earneſt deſire to learn, hat 

Arbanante ſtaid ſometimes in My |: 
dam d' Ecugy's Chamber while ſhe 
was learning, and ſometimes would 
g0 out of the Room to leave Dor. 
mont the freedom of declaring, his 
Mind, in caſe he were ſenſible of p 
his Scholars kindneſs. One day; 
when Arbanante was gone into the 
next Room, ſhe lay'd down her 
Crayon, and looking upon Dormont 
with Eyes that ſpoke both Anger, 
and Love : Ton are very vain, aid 
the to him, or very fupid, not t0 
anſwer the Billet I gave you ſome 
lays ago. T7 did not underſtand, 
Madam, faid Dormont, that it was 
" you who did me that Honour, and if 
T had, 1 ſhould not have been the 
more preſumptuous upon it, I took 
care enough, reply'd the, to remove 
all your Scruples; but now at laft, 
that you know the Billet was mint, 
ſince 7 own it to be {o, what have you 
to anſwer me 2 Dormont Was now 
ſtrangely put to it, for it was a 
ſhame 
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hame after all this for him to be 
igſenſible ; Madam d' Ecugy was a 
very handſom Woman, and there 
was too much danger in conteſling 


.| he pretende 


a former 4 Therefore 

he did not believe 
what the {aid, nor took any notice 
of the diſorder that appear'd in her 
Face. 7 ſhould never forgive my ſelf, 
Madawr, ſaid he to her, if / fhould 
te fo kupudent as to take what you 
are pleas d to ſpeak to me in raille- 
mY, ſeriouſly, No, I recerve it as 
[ ought to do, and whatever you 
may ſay to me, 1 know what becomes 
me ; contaru your ſelf therefore, Ma 
dam, within ſuch limits as are ſug 
table to your Quality,  finace { cans 
wot tranſgreſs mine, unleſs 1 grow 
diſtrafed, or declare my ſelf extream« 
dy faulty. 

Dormont utter'd theſe words with 
ſuch manifte& indifference, that 
from that very minute Madam 4 E- 
cugy reſolv'd to ruine him; but to 
prevent his ſuſpicion of her, ſhe told 
him, 
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bim, She had never really deſign'd|# 
any thing elſe, but ro divert her 
felt with making ſport with him. 
As foon as ſhe had done drawing, ad 
Dormont went away, and ſhe ſent 0 
tor Arbanante; when he came; ſhe 
made as many Grimaces as baſhtul 
Maids are wont when they tell you | 
what their Sweet-hearts ſaid to 
them , and beholding him with I 
fomediforder in her looks : The cox: Ut 
fidence, faid the, which the Chevahier I 
de Monſerolle, and 1 have repos'd Y" 
7n you, will not ſuffer me to conceal 
from you an mrijury which T juſt now re- Y® 
cerv'd from the Painter, whom you per- 
#ſwaded me to learn of. Becauſe I ſhew- 
ed him a little Countenance, the fel: 
low has had the impudence to tel] me, 
he is in love with. If the Count de 
Marignan wil/ not do me Fuſtice in 
this Aﬀair, I will not ſtay a moment 
longer in his Houſe. Arbanante was 
raviſh'd with joy to meet with fo 
fair an opportunity to Le rid of a 
Man whom he looked upon as his 
Rival, 
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Rival. He ſympathiz'd with Ma- 
on glam 4 Ecugy in her attliction, and 
her [emmended her for maintaing her 
im [Honour ſo generouſly. However, 
ng, added he, you muſt behave your ſelf 
ſent Jdiſcreetly in theſe Circumſtances ; [ 
ſhe [foreſee 1t will be difjicult to make the 
[ol [Cont de Marignan belreve, that a 
70u {Man he has truſted fo far, ſhould for- 
to (ger himſelf to that degree as to be his 
ith [Comperitor, when he knows, how paſ- 
ou- flonately he loves you. That is the 
er Sway, ſaid the, / intend to prevail 
ed Qith the Count to revenge me on Dor- 
/ Imont ; he is as much concern d in the 
fo affront that has been offer d me, as {1 
y. (am. 

» | Arbanante found by his Kinſwo- 
/. | mans behaviour, that ſhe was not 
> {very rigidly vertuous as to take 
e $a Declaration of Love fo heinouſly; 
4 | belides he had obſerved upon very 
+ | good grounds, that ſhe had no ſuch 
. | terrible averſion for Dormont, 1o 
{that comparing all theſe Circum- 
ſtances with his own Fancy, that 
Dormont 
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Dormont was Bleſinac , and that | 
incourag'd his diſguiſe which could], 
not be carried on without my], 
knowledge ; he thought it neceſſa. ; 
ry to ingage Madam -d' Ecugy tof, 
open her Mind to him without any 
reſerve. He had fo much Wit, and k 
ſhe was fo indiſcreet, that he eaf- 
ly manag'd her, and brought herſ, 
to confeſs the Truth, He chud herſ; 
for being ſo weak, and repreſen-ſ, 
ted to her all the follys her inconf, 
ſtancy had made her guilty of; but, 
at laſt when her bluſhes, and tear, 
were over, he pretended, that if he} 
did afliſt her in her revenge, it ws] 
only to keep her from ruining her 
ſell. Tou muſt get the Billet, faid 
he, out of Dormont's Hands which 
you wrote to him. That cannot pre: 
judice me, ſaid ſhe, for I have al- 
ter d my Hand ſo, that no body can 
know zt to be my writing. Well 
then, ſaid Arbanante, we have nothing 
to do now, but to contrive ſome tra) 
for him which he may not miſtruſt. 
tHe 
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at | He . underſtands Muſick perfeftly; I 
ould}; make the Words of a Sorg, and 
= ge him them, and 1 ſhall eafily get 
cle him to write them out, to ſet them 
Y Ul a Tue. 

an] Madam 4” Fcugy was glad of fn 
ang opportunity to puniſh Dormoent for 
eaſt {ghting her ; and her Refentmeat 
nerf made her relliſh any thing that was 
Mer attrumental to her Revenge. Let 
"I me alone, ſaid Arbanante, for the Con- 
| trivance, and be ſure you do nothing 
without my direttion. She gave him 
free leave, bidding him think of the 
Verſes he was to make, and was 
extremely ſatisfied with the Deſign. 
ner] Whilſt 4rbanante and the took ſuch 
dangerous Meaſures to ruine Dor- 
mont, my Husband ſent for him to 
give him an account of Madam 4” EF- 
egys Progreſs in Drawing, not 
thinking the had been alone with 
# him; and was only deſirous to 
"| know whether he found her really 
©} diſpos'd to learn. Dormont was ſo 
well convinc'd ſhe had no ſuch In- 
tention, 
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tention, that he begg'd him to put 
her oft from it, and provide ſome 
other Diverſion for her, in which 
ſhe might imploy her time to more 
purpoſe. My Husband's Conditi- 
og, as things ſtood then, was very 
deplorable ; Madam 4” Ecugy's ulage 
of him tormented him to the Hear:; 
though he loved her infinitely, he 
could neither value her much, nor 
ſlight her. She was indeed very 
beautiful; but her Mind and Heart 
were ſo detorm'd, that ſometimes he 
could hardly determine whether ſhe 
deſerv'd his Hatred moſt, or his At- 
fe&tion. In this Irrefolution, which 
rendred his Life .uneafie, he made 
theſe Verſes. 


Come juſt Diſdain, come quickly to 
my aid; 

Flenour and Reaſon both muſt be 
obey d ; 

That I may puniſh an unfaithf.l 
Fleart, . 

And put a period to my tedious 
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Tet thus provok d, I dare not truſt 
my Rage 

To execute my Vengeance; for [ 
fear 

Fer Charms ia ſuch ſtrong Chains 
my Soul ingage, 

Love will return, and Anger dif- 
appear. 


| 


Dormont quickiy ſet theſe Words 
p a Tune that ſuited them admira- 

bly; and my Husband, who ſung 
Skiltuily, learnt ir that very Night, 
though it was very late; and Dor- 
mnt unwilli ng to let fl p any Op- 
portunity of ſeeing me, came 1m- 
mediately inromy C! 11mber, intend- 
ng to ſhew me the Song, and in few 
Words told me what "had hapned 
that Night. 

Here the Counteſs of Marignar's 
Relation was interrupted with Sighs 
and Tears, which ſhe could by no 
means reſtrain; but at laſt , be- 
pinning again, Ah Madam, faid the, 
how ingenious was my Fancy then 
in 
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in repreſenting to me all the Cala J/ 


mities that were then falling upon 
me 2 and how dit] it improve them 
when I was afleep, by the moſt hor 
rid Dreams that were ever known} 
I was ſo diſquieted with the crue| 
Thoughts that diforder'd my Mind, 
that not able to ſupport them any 
longer, I wakd the Servants who 
waited on me, and made them come 
to me, Roſe, who lay in my Cham- 
ber, obſervd, that ever ſince Dor 
mont's coming, I ſigh'd lamentably, 
and the little Sleep I had was very 
broken and ditturb'd. She reflected 
upon this according to her Capac 
ty, and long'd to meet with 4rbz. 
zante to tell him her Thoughts. But 
whilſt T had ſuch ſtrong Preſages ot 
my Miſeries, Arbanante was contri 
ving to execute the blackeſt piece 
of Villany that ever Man was guil- 
ty of He ſought out Dormont, and 
tound him time enough ro get him 
to make a Tune for ſome Words 
which he had written for Madam 

A Ecugy 
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f Fcuzy, to whom he pretended he 
would preſent them as ſoon as ſhe 
was awake. Dormont, little dream- 
ing of what would follow, wrote 
down the Words, and ſet them for 
him. Arhaxzante, deſirous to: have 
them written in his Hand, faid he 
could not ſing the Tune without 
the Notes, and ſo got the Paper 
from him ; and thanking him for 
what he had done, went away 
mightily pleas d with his Succels. 
Joy is ſo ungovernable a Paſſion, 
that he had not the patience to for- 
bear going immediately into Ma- 
dam 4 Ecugys Chamber, and gi- 
ving her the Song as It was writ- 
ten down, and ſet in Dormont's 
Hand. She read it very eagerly, 
and found it as follows. 


Let's fhew, dear Iris, every where, 
Tour Paſſion, and my zealous Love; 
Let them in our Eyes appear, 
As bright, as in our Souls they 
move. 


F 2 Then 
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Then in the heizht of our L eftre 
May we fing ſucceſſively, 
Iris, / Lurn with am'rous Fire 


Tircis, for love of you / 2 


Arbanante carefully infirudteg 
her how to carry on her revengetu| 
Deſign, and then left her very im- 
patient to dreſs her ſelf, and meet 
with the Count of Marignan, to 
complain of Dormont to hum. My 
Husband was no leſs deſirous to ſee 
her,that he might entertain her with 
the Song which agreed fo well with 
his Circumſtances. As ſoon as he 
knew ſhe was ready, he went ſing- 
Ing into her Chamber. This 7s in- 
deed a new Tune, ſaid Madam &' Fcu- 
gy to him ; but though you are le- 

forehand with me in getting of it, 
perhaps IT have another that's newer 
than yours ; for it came out but this 
Morning. Ton will know who made it 
by the Hand - but you will wonder to 
hear, the Author had the confidence 
to tell me, he made it to me; and 1 

take 
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take it for ſuch an Afﬀront, that 7 
think you ought to do me Right. 
My Husband took theSong from 
her, and read it with that tranſport 
of Rage which is the true etteCt of 


ſealouſie : He read it over twenty 
umes, without being _ ro pro- 
nounce the Words. Tes, Madam, 

cy'd he of a ſudden, when he had 
mus'd a little, / will revenge you, 

ind puniſh this inſolent Fellow. His 
Crime touches me more than it does 
you, Spitcful Ecaugy then looking 
more kindly upon him, than ſhe had 
done a great while be fore; / ſee 
wow, ſaid the, you really love _ - and 
[ wil not fail to recompenſe the Con- 
ern you have for my Fonour ; but 
remember however, that all "=" 


| ſtances conſider d, if you make this 


Buſineſs too publick, you may do me 
an irreparabie Injury, 

Arbanante learing his Cozen wouid 
be ſo indifcreet as to ſay more than 
was neceſſary, came into the Room, 
and mingling with them, appeas d 


; wy 
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my Husband a little ; but though 
he kept him from breaking out 1n- 
to any ſudden Violence, yet he cun- 
ningly infinuated to him, that he 
ought to diſmils the Painters 1mme- 
diately, without ſo much as ſfeein 
them ; for he knew, it he hai the 
leaſt opportunity to do it, Dormort 
would eaſily juſtifie himſelt to my 
Husband. His Advice therefore 
was exactly follow'd. Pardon me, 
'Madam , it I do not give you all 
the Particulars of this cruel Separa- 
tion, Dormont was unexpreliibly 
{urpris'd and afflicted, when he re- 
ceiv'd Orders to be gone ;. he came 
into my Chamber to take his leav 
of rne, but Arbanante, who was got 
thither before him, hindred us from 
expreſſing what we thought. Sor- 
row, which is much allay'd by com- 
plaining, becomes inſupportablc 
when it 15 conceal'd, I had been in 
this condition when I ſaw Dormont 
g0 away, but that | calld all my 
Reaſon to my aid, to vanquiſh my 

Attlition, 
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voh JAfflition. Indeed my natural Me- 

in Jancholy kept them from difcove- 

an- Jring how much | was griev d to part 

he Jwith him. 

ne. | He went away with the true 

ing [Painter, who brought him thither ; 

che Jbut we could not learn which way 

ot [they took. Madam 4 Ecugy re- 
ny Ipented ſhe had made him leave 
Ye LEftatac, for the fell out with Arba- 
16, I uante about it, and in two days faid 
all Jnothing ro my Husband, but that 
a- | ſhe would ſtay no longer in his 
ly | Houſe. He was ſtrangely troubled 
&- {| at her Behaviour, becauſe he began 
18 | now to find her out, and to juftifie 
70 | Dormont ; but he had not leiſure to 
1t | make theſe Reflexions long, 

N The Baron 4 Ecugy hearing Mon- 
r. | ſerolle was come back from Pars, 
- | went with ſome of his Friends to 
e | beſiege him in his Houſe ; and his 
1 | Son came with a ſtrong Party to 
+ | ſurpriſe the Caſtle of F/tazac. My 


Husband receiv'd the News with- 
out any Concern, and prepard as 
F 4 well 
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well as he could to ſupport his] | 
Friend's Intereſt, and preſerve his} \ 
Miſtreſs. He got as many Men to- ' 
gether as the time would give him} 
leave, and Jeft 4rbanante the Com- 
mand of E/tazac in his abſence. [ 
was really troubled to ſee my Huſ- 
band undertake an Enterpriſe whoſe 
Event would be ſo doubtiul ; but in 
the midſt of my Griet, it was fome 
comfort to me, to think Dormont's 
not being at F/f1iac, exempred him 
from the Danger ; mingling at once 
the Thoughts of my real Duty, 
with thoſe whicz my Inclination 
inſprr'd : for at the ſame time that | 
made Vows for my Husband's Re- 
turn, I thank'd Heaven for with- 
drawing Dormont from the Perils 
which 1 apprehended he would have 
been engag'd in. Madam &' Ecuzy 
was not at all concern'd, but expe- 
Red the Event as calmly, as if ſhe 
had not the leaſt hand in it. It was 
naw two days.ſince my Husband's 
departure, and I was crucl impatient 

to 
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to know the Succeſs of his Journey, 
when word was brovglit me he 
was come home. I went 10 great 
haſte ro welcome him : Bur alas ! 
Macain, I cannot rccal that terrible 
minute , without feeling my ſelf 
ſeis'd with freth Sorrow. The firſt 
Object I met withal was my Huſ- 
band, held up upon his Horſe by 
his Servants ; his Clothes were ail 
bloody, his Face pale, his Eycs hait 
thut, and he had ſcarce Strength 
enough lett tro bemoan kimſelt. You 
may imagine how afilited I was, 
and that 1 took all the care I could 
of him, as my Duty requud. As 
ſoon as he was hurt, they ſent for 
Chyrurgeons, who caine 1n prelent- 
ly after him, and upon ſearch of his 
Wounds found them very dange- 
rous. He had loft ſo much Blood, 
and was ſo weak, that he could not 
ſpeak, but yet exprely'd by his Adti- 
ons a great delire to ſay ſomething. 
I perceiv'd it, and ask d him what. 
it was ke defir'd : He anſwer'd me,, 
F 5 Th, 
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ina dying tone, That he would have 
us take care of Dormont. I believ'd 
he raved, and little minded what he 
ſaid, becauſe I faw no likelihood 
that Dorgont, who was gone to Pa- 
715, ſhould be preſent at this Com- 
bat. After ſome Reflexion, I ob- 
ſerv'd neither Madam 4” Ecugy nor 
Roſe came into my Husband's 
Chamber , which maJe me fancy 
ſomething of more importance dc- 
taind them in another place. While 
I was in this doubt, Roſe came 1n 
crying, and defir d we would come 
and help Dormont, who muſt necds 
die, if they did not dreſs him pre- 
ſently. 

[ aſſure you, my Soul was fo af- 
flited already, that I wanted no- 
thing more to improve my Grief. 
I haſtned away the Chyrurgeons to 
look to wretched Dormont, while I 
ftaid with my Husband. Though 
he was advis'd to reſt as much as he 
could, yet he continued very un- 
calie, and could not forbear asking 

mes 
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me, whether Madam 4' Ecugy were 
ſtill at Ffeazac? I aſſurd him ſhe 
was ; but he would not believe me 
till he faw her, which with ſome 
difficulty ſhe yielded ro; for ſhe was 
very unwilling ro come out of Dor- 
mont's Chamber. Her Coldnels ro 
him was ſuch, as any man but he 
would have recovered his liberty ; 


he complain'd of it indeed, but was 


ſo weak, as not to make the true 
uſe of it. She ſaved me the labour 
of telling my Husband he ought 
not ſpeak ſo much as he did, and 
left him preſently to go back to 
Dormont. In the mean time that [ 
might know how to govern my 
ſelf, I thought it neceſſary to in- 
form my felt of the Particulars of 
the Combat ; and not queſtioning 
but Dormont had behaved himlſelt 
valiantly, I torbore mentioning his 
name at all. I had an account of 
it from a Gentleman of the Neigh- 
bourhood named Plaſſac. He told 
me that the Baron 4" Ecugy having 
block'd 
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bloc'l4 up Mor/erolle in his Houle, 
ſent his Son with fifty Horſe to en. 
deayour to ſurpriſe ' Eftazac ; that 
my Husband meeting them with a 
far leſler party , they «encounter'd 
one anotlicr in ſuch a manner, that 
it plainly appear'd one (ide fought 
for Love, and the other {or H40- 
nour. Z7owever, continued P/-f.c 
we began to give ground to our Aſſui- 
lants, and the Count de Marignan, 
who charg 4 into the thickeſt of the 
Enemy would have certainly been et- 
ther taken, or kill d, had not Dormont 
come, to our relief with five or fix 


more, which reſtor d the Courage of 


OUT drooping Party. The Chevaiier 
d Ecugy would have ſicod it out, 
but Dormont fell upon him with ſuch 
vigour, that he had not time to look 
about him. Te expos'd his Life to 
open his way to the place where: he 


ſaw the Count de Marignan ergag'd, 


and would never have got thither if 


he had not kill'd the Chevalier d' E- 
cugy. Tour tlusband was already 
much 
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much wounded when Dormont. came 
wp 10 him, who hinared his Enemes 
rom killing him outriaht. Wu he 
defended him thus , he received a 
great many wounds, and 1 never ſaw 
a man ftz bt with more £Zeai, and 
Jud: Ment toreth EF. The Cilc Valicr 
d Ecugy d death /o diſheartned his 
Frie i that they retreated to g7ve 
his Father an account f it. J bough 
we killed them above thirty of their 
Men, with the loſs of very f 'w of our 
own, and ſo were Maſters of the Field; 
yer we thouzht not fit ro ſtay there 
any time. 7 immediately ſent for 
Chyrurgeons, and was of Op1nion it 
was ſafeſt for us to come back hither, 

When Plaſſauc had ended his Re- 
lation , he allur'd me this Afﬀair 
would have very ill conſequences, 
if great care were not taken to pre- 
vent them; the only remedy he 
knew of, was to adviſe Mon/erolle 
to make his Peace with the Baron 
d' Ecugy, and to return his Miſtreſs 


into her Friends Hands, upon theſe 
terms 
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terms he undertook to bring it e- 
bout; but juſt as he was ready to 
| go, Morſeral/e came in. Never was 
Man more affli&ted than he was to 
find the Count de Marignan in ſuch 
a condition ; and he faid a preat 
many civil things to me upon the 
occaſion ; but let him ſay what he 
would, my Husband, and my Lo- 
ver too were 1n ſuch danger of 
Death, that all his excuſes were ve- 
ry infipid ro me. Plaſſac very 
handſomly intimated to him what 
we deſlign'd to do, which out of 
nicity of Honour, he would not a- 
oree to, but thought of an expedi- 
ent that all of us approv'd of, which 
was to put Madam 4 Ecugy into a 
Convenr, and endeavour to recon- 
cile the Parties concern'd, 

She had a Kinſwoman at Carca/- 
ſonne, who was Governels of a Mo- 
naſtery, thither it was reſolv'd ſhe 
ſhould be carry'd, in caſe they met 
with no difficulty in the reception 
of her , but being perſwaded ſhe 
would 
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woul:] never conſent to look 
through a Grate, they kept it ſecret 
from her. 


She altogetlier (lighted Monſerolle, 
1nd put fo many tricks upon him, 
that he reſolvd at Izſt to make no 
ſcrup;e of forfaking her. Plaſſac 
went to impart the Deſign to Ma» 
dam 4 Ecagy's Kinſwoman. 

One Night, as I was fitting by 
my Husbands Bed-lide, , full of trou- 
ble, and grief, to ſee him in that 
condition to which his wounds had 
brought him, one came to tell me 
Dormont was extraordinary ill ; The 
Count of Mar ignan deſir'd me to 90 
to his Chamber, and know of him 
what he wanted. When I came in 
I found '4' Arbenante, who came 
with a deſign to hear what the 
highth of his Diſtemper would cauſe 
him to fay. 

As it is not one of the leaſt Ads 
of Reaſon to keep a Secret, eſpecially 
when the Mind is prepoſleſt ; no 
wonder Dormont could not keep ſe- 

cret 
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cret the Intrigues of our private 
Converſation, when his Realton 
was diſturby, He carnelily enqui- 
red where | was. He coinplain 
he could not ſee me, and wouid 
needs die 1n all haſte, becaule [ tor- 
ſook him. *L1il that time his e&x- 
travagancies never ſurpriz'd nie. 
Bat a ſudden fit, ſtronger than any 
had yet come upon him, caus d him 
to raiſe himſelt up in his Bed, fo 
that laying his Hand upon his kyes, 
and breaking out into a violent Pat- 
ſion, Ah, unhappy Blelinac, 1aid he, 
not to have th ”Y kindneſs for the Coun: 
teſs of Marignan more kindly anſwe: 
red, Go and die in ſome place where 
her Image is leſs preſent before thy 
imazination than here, 

He ſaid no more, but immediately 
after tell into a deep ſ]:ep. D' Arba- 
nante, Who let nota word fall of all 
that Blz/inac had ſaid, came to me, 
and beholding me with a ſtern, and 
diſtaſttul Countenance, Pardon: me, 
Madam, 1a:d he, if [ give) 04 f0 Un 
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derfland , that you do not mind as 
you ought, the Honour of your Fami- 
ly, when you make no di(tin(ion bes 
tween tbe Earl of Bleflinac and Dor- 
monr. 

I muſt confeſs, Madam, ſaid the 
Counteſs of Marignan proceeding in 
her Diſcourſe, I tound my felt at a 
flrapge loſs, I foreſaw the ill con- 
ſequence of provoking 447 banante, 
and | knew very well on the other 
ſide it would be no leſs dangerous 
to flatter him. TI took into confi- 
deration, that a man void of Rea« 
ſon is not capable of keeping him- 
ſelf within the bounds of reſpect. 
He had ever a diſtruſt of me, and 
moreover, took the boldneſs to tell 
me, that it I had not the ſame Sen- 
timents for him as I had for Ble/- 
mac, he knew well enough how to 
be reveng'd of my indifterence. 

I left Arbanante in Dormont s 
Chamber,and return'd to the Count 
of Marignan, to hinder any body 
from coming to him, and telling 

him 
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him what Ble/nac had confeſt. 
There | tound Monſerolle, to whom 
I thought. it requiſite to reveal the 
whole matter, ſince ſo many Per- 
ſons knew it, that I muſt needs 
imagine it could not be long kept 
ſecret. I us'd all the pow'r I had with 
him, to obtain his utmoſt indeavour 
tor Madam d* Ecugy's departure that 
very Night, under the conduQ of 
Arbanante, and thole who had 
brought her to E/tazac. 

The Apartment of the Count of 
Marignan was ſomewhat remote 
trom the main Body of the Houle, 
which conduc'd very much to the 
more ealie carrying on of our De- 
ſign. I caus'd all the Avenues to 
be ſhut up, and ſtaid while Movſe- 
role went to tell Madam a Ecagy, 
that it would be convenient for her 
to depart from Eftazac ; that other- 
wiſe her Father would come and be- 
ſiege the Caſtle, and carry her away 
to a Religious Houſe; to prevent 
which, their Intention was to con- 


duct 
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duct her to Carcaſſone, where (he 


would better divertifſe her ſeit, As 
ſpecious as all rheſe things were 


which 2onſero/e told her, ſhe fell 
into ſuch a violent Paſſion, that they 
had no othef way but ro be down- 
nght with her, and to tell her in 
plain terms, if they were driven to 
Force, it was no other than what 
they judg'd neceſlary for the good 
of her Affairs. She made ſuch Ja- 
mentable Outcries, that they were 
heard as far as my Husband's A- 
partment. He thought it to be 
the noiſe of loud Mirth and Laugh- 
ter, and this Imagination drew 
Sighs from him, inſomuch that he 
told me with much ſorrow , he 
thought a fitter ſeaſon might have 
been taken for all this Mirth and 
Jollity. Hereupon I could no lon- 
ger contain , but told him the 
whole truth, and added moreover 
all that I thought might contribute 
to the Cure of a Pallion fo 1ll 


grounded. While I was thus enter- 
raining 
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taining him, and that not vainly, 
as | thought, 4rbanante and Madam 
d Ecugy "made a thouſand Excuſes 
to pur off their departure ; eſpeci- 
ally Arbanante, he muſt by all 
means ſpeak with the Count of Ma- 
rignan, he muſt take his leave of 
me; but all would not do; both he 
and the Lady had a fair diſmitiion 
from F/taiac. 

Monſerolle {taid behind, both for 
his Fidelity, and the AfﬀeCtion he 
had for my Husband ; of the heal- 
ing of whole Wounds there began 
now to be great hopes, as WEll as 
thoſe of Blefrnac. I had a preat 
curiolity to know how this laſt 
Perſon came into the Combar, 
wherein he receiv'd his Wounds, 
One day, when I went to viſit him, 
I pray'd him to tell me, and judg'd 
It not from the purpoſe to remind 
him of. what Expreſtions he had ler 
fall during the height of his Fever, 


imagining he would take no great 


Giſta{te thereat, He told me, rhat 
when 
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when he came trom Parts, he or- 
derd one of his molt truſty Ser- 
vants to wait tor him at a Place a 
littie diflant trom F/azec, with two 
Horſes, till fucit time as he heard 
farther trom him ; That at his part- 
ng from the Count of Marignar's, 
he had left the true Painter in Pars- 
Rode, and taken the way which led 
to that Place where his Servant was: 
That at his arrival he tound himfelt 
very 1!]; That he refolvd to ſtay 
there till the recovery of his Health, 
and to try to ſend me an. Account 
of his Aﬀairs; That in this interim 
he receiv'd [ntelligence my Huſ- 
band had aſſembled all his Friends 
to go to ſuccour Mox/eroe, not con- 
ſulting exact Prudence, nor follow- 
ing any thing but the Dictates of his 
Love,whichingag'd him in all things 


that he thought might pleaſe me ; 


That to ſerve the Count of Marz- 
nan the more effectually, he had 
got together all the People he could 


meet with, and obligd them to 
follow 
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follow him ; That, in fine, he ar. 
rivd happily enough to joyn with 
the Count, and reſcu2 him out of 
the Hands of his Enemies, among 
whom he had been ingagd. 

I took upon my own account all 
the Obligation my Husband and [ 
had to Bleſi 11ac tor this good Office, 
but at the ſame time | prepard to 
remove further oft trom E/tazac, as 
ſoon as my Husband's Health would 
permit. It was now two or three 
days ſince Madam 4” Ecugy depart- 
ed thence, when my Husband be- 
thought himſelf, and ask'd what 
was become of her. Monferol/e took 
upon him the Anſwer to his De- 
mand, and told him, That all tnat 
could be ſaid or done, could not di- 
vert her from leaving Eftatac with 
Arbanante, having a mind to retire 
to Carcefſinee with one of her kint- 
women. This News ſeem'd to make 
no great Impreſiion in the Mind ol 
the Count ; he heard it without any 
trouble, and I have ſome reaſon t9 
believe 
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believe ſhe was now become indiffe- 
rent to him. 
All was then very quiet at FE- 


ftlaiac, the Paron d FEcugy had re- 


ſign'd himſelt up to oriet, and the 
loſs of his Son made him inſenſible 
of the carrying away of his Daugh- 
ter. But the enjoy d not the ſame 
advantage : All the way the went 
to Carcaſſonne the vow'd to te re- 
veng'd of Monſerolle, Blefinac, and 
my ſelt ; for d4' Arbenante had told 
her that Dormont was but a fictt- 
tious name under which Bleſinac 
conceal'd himfelt. The delire ihe 
had to ruine us ſomewhat modera- 
ted the violence of her Paſhon ; be- 
ing arriv'd at Carcaſſonne they tound 
Plaſſac ready to conduct her into 
the Houſe to which ſhe was to go; 
but 4” Arbanante and ſhe were e- 
qually ſurpriz'd when they ſaw that 
this Houte was a Convent. Her 
Kinſwoman took her part in oppo- 
ſing her coming in, but Monſerol/e 
had given order to Plaſſac to get her 
in 
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in by force in caſe any refillance 
were inad2, and to make uſe of 
thoſe who guarded her thither, for 
thoſe he had made ſure of tor his 
Deiign, As ſoon as the was enter'd 
into the Convent, Plaſſac told 4 4r 
banante from the Count of Marge 
an, that he was defir d not to come 
to his Houſe any more. Plaſfac 
having ſo well acquitted him{elt of 
his Commiſſion, came back to F. 
ſ/tatac, and gave us an account of 
his proceedings according as | have 
related. 

Though Blefinac's wounds were 
worſe than the Count of Marign an's, 
yet they were ſooner curd, and he 
began to come abroad w hen Plaſjac 
arriv'd at Carcaſſonne, Roſe had in- 
form'd him, thatin the delirium of 
one of his Fever fits he had diſco- 
ver d his true Birth, and the tear of 
giving me any new trouble causd 
him to prepare in all haſte to leave 
Eſtatac. Being one time retir'd for 
a while trom my Husband's Cham- 

ber, 
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* ber, I receiv'd a Meſlage from Bl/e- 
finac, That hedeſir'd a few moments 
Diſcourſe with me; in which Re- 
'{ queſt I thought I could not in civi- 
lity but oblige him. To one that 
bath an Heart truly touch'd, all 
the Preſages which Love gives are 
infallible. I felt not within me, 
| when he talk'd of parting, that de- 
licate Pleaſure which commonly 
.J attends upon the Converſation of 
the Perſon lov'd ; and though I was 
reſolv'd not to ſuffer him to ſtay at 
Eſtaiac, yet I had ſomething of 
trouble and inquietude for his de- 
parture, which [ inclin'd rather to 
retard, than haſten ; bur at laſt he 
reſolv'd upon departing; and as I 
durſt not, ſo I would not hinder 
It. 

Moreover Blefinac being no way 
concern'd in the Diſftaſte which Dor- 
mont had receiv'd from the Count 
of Marignan, he thought he had no 
| | reaſon to leave Eftaiac without ta- 
king his leave of him. The Count, 
G who 
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who had been oblig'd to him, did | 
all he could to detain him, but in 
vain. I muſt confeſs, for my own 
part, I was -forc'd to call all my 
Reaſon and my Honour to my allt- 
ſtance, to ſupport the bitterneſs of 
this Separation. I bid him adieu in 
my Husband's Chamber, for fear 
ſome freſh eruption of Tenderneſs 
from me might have oblig'd him to 
a longer ſtay at our Houſe. Monſe- 
rolle could not refrain telling me, 
he wonder'd to ſee what Power 
and maſtery I had over my ſelf, in 
an Afﬀair where the ſoundeſt Rea- 
ſon is apt to give it ſelf the Lie. 
"Tis true, all was calm and fair in 
outward appearance ; but my Heart 
was full of trouble and diſquiet, 1 
paſsd two days in this Condition ; 
and thoſe two days ſeem'd to me 
longer and more tedious than all 
the reſt of my Life: But this was 
onely. the beginning of my Misfor- 
tune, which how fatally it proceed- 
ed, you will preſently ſee 

One 
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One Morning being found aſleep, 
in regard I went very late to bed, 
I. was wakend by moſt hideous 
Outcries and Lamentations, which 
piercd my very Hearr. I roſe in 
great haſte, and ran to the Window 
which looks out into the Caſtle- 
yard. I could diſtinguiſh Roſe's 
Voice irom all the reit of the Ser- 


vyants, who were all gatherd about 


a dead Man. But, oh! how cruel 
and diſmal to me was the ſight of 
this dead Man ? And fo much the. 
more cruel, as he was more known 
to me, and valud by me. Death 
it ſelf, as terrible as it is, cannot ef- 
face the Characters of Love. Judge 
then how much rather I ſhould have 
choſen to have died my ſelf, than 
to ſee lying dead before me the Bo- 
dy of the unfortunate Bleſinac. I 
could ſcarce believe my ſelf awake; 
and - for a while Aſtoniſhment ſu- 
ſpended the Eftets of Griet. I was 
juſt fallen into a Trance, when Mor- 
ſerolle entred the Chamber, to ac- 
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quaint me with the Circumſtances 
of this Tragical Adventure. He 
was preparing to begin his Diſcourſe 
with' ſome Precautions, that he 
might not throw too great a Bur- 
den of Grief upon me all at once; 
but he ſoon perceiv'd by the Condi- 
tion he ſaw me in, that I knew too 
much -already. He faid nothing, 
but his Tears ſpoke for him ; and 
mine gave to the Memory of Ble- 
finac-what his Love required from 
my Tendernels. 

As thoſe who are really afflicted 
never think they can grieve enough, 
ſo I labour'd rather to increaſe than 
diminiſh my Grief; and this causd 
me to ask of Monſerolle, what he 
knew of the Death of the Count 
of Blefinac. He told me, That as 
ſoon as the Caſtle Gate was opened, 
an unknown .Perſon -came up to 
him, with a Horſe, on which Ble/- 
ac Was ſeated dead, ' and cover'd 
with a Cloke ; That he had a Let- 
ter for me, and another for the 

Count 
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Count of Marignan. Since it con- 
cern'd me to have both theſe Let- 
ters, I caus d the Man to be brought 


in, who by his Countenance did 
not appear to be guilty of ſo wicked 
an Action. 

He told me with great ſigns of 
grief, that a Cavalier whom he 
knew not, had by threats forc'd 
hig to bring the body to my Houſe, 
and the better to aſſure himſelf of 
the performance, he attended the 
Corps himſelf as tar as the Gate, and 
that he lay lurking in a place hard 
by, to obſerve all the Paſſages that 
mighr inſue; having thus ſaid, he 
preſented me with the Letter which 
the ſaid Cavalier had order'd to be 
given into my own Hands. Mon- 
ſerolle knew by the Writing that it 
was from the Traitour d' Arba- 
nante, I had. not power to read it, 
and Monſerolle thought it not con- 
venient that the fellow who 
brought it ſhould know any of the 


Contents, but asking him for that 
--W4 which 
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which was directed to the Count of 
Marignan, he had it preſently deli-' 
verd him. Monſero//e order'd the 
fellow to be ſecurd, but withal 


took care he ſhould be civilly tres. 
ted, and then opening 4' Arbanan- 
te's Letter to me, he found in it 
thele words. / 


Ehold here, Madam, the Obzed 

of your Love, and my Hatred: 
We have both of us ſatisfied our P4ſ- 
frons ; and if I have not ſo well coy 
ſulted as I ought for my own Glory, 
by taking away his Life, know, that 
you have caſt off yours in the whole 
Courſe of that Cor reſpondence you 
have had with him, 1 wiſo the ſrzht 
of a Man that was ſo dear to you, 
may be an eternal Reproach to you; 
and that as it tends to 1 'y YeEVenge, 
Jo it may to your puniſhment ; that as 
you are the Cauſe of my Crime, fo alſo 
you may bear the Burthen of that Re- 
morſe which I noe fo have as well 
as you, for having beea ſo highly un- 
faithful to your H{usband. 
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[ forgot to tell you, Madam, That 


| Mox/erol/e had ſent out ſome People 


to try to apprehend Arbanante, or 
at leaſt to diſcover where his Haunt 
was ; and the truth is, if there were 
any thing capable of affording me 
Confolation, ir was the hope ot ſee- 
ing that Traytor ſufter the Puniſh- 
ment he deſervd. Tle Letter 
which you have heard not availing 
any thing either as to his Crime, 
or my Reſentment, I pray'd Mon- 


ſerolle to read that which was for 


my Husband, which was to this 
eflet. 


Fink it not ſtrange that 1 have 
given Death to the Man who 

favd your Life: Whatever Obligatis 
04 you thought * you had to him. you - 
will be better inform - tf you Can 
believe what I now aſſure you, That 
you are mor e ob lia d ro me, than to 


him, fince in ki Ying him, a hive re- 


weng'd you of a Man who took away 
your Z/onour. 4s Dormont, he as 


bus'd 
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bus'd your Good-nature; 45 Blelinac, 
he hath inſulted over your Reputati- 
- Ot, EVEN in your own tlouſe, into 
which he intraded himſelf for that 
end, T have an Opinion of you good 
enough to Lelieve, you will not diſap- 
prove the Triumph [ have gain d over 
him in yeur behalf. 


Monſerolle, as ſoon as he had mace 
an end of reading this Letter, broke 
out into a great rage ; and as he 
was heartily deſirous of Revenge, 
he bid me be of good comtort, and 
reſt aſſured upon his Word, that he 
would take care this Villany thould 
not go unpuniſh'd ; and took upon 
him to inform the Count of Mariz- 
nan of all that was neceſlary to let 
him know of this Adventure, He 
was very fenſibly afflicted; and fo 
much the more, becauſe he believ'd 
it was the Baron d' Ecugy who had 
caus'd Dormont to be aſlaſſinated, 
and was not to be diſpoſlefs'd of that 
belief, 

My 


JMI 
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My Husband caus'd to be ren- 
dred to the Memory of this 1llu- 
ſrious Perſon all the Honours that 


could have been given him, had his 
true Birth been known. In out- 
ward appearance,the ſorrowful Con- 
cernment I had upon this Occafion, 
was no other than what was ex- 
prels'd by Monſerolle, Plaſſac, Roſe, 
and the reſt of our Domeſticks : 
But that Grief which ſprings from 
bare Compathon may eaſily find 
Conſolation, 2nd be ſatisfied by the 
neceſſity of fulicring what can't be 
help'd, The Count of Marignan 
muſt be excepted, who totally re- 
ſign'd himſelf up to Sorrow, for 
the loſs of a Man who lad fo gene- 
rouſly ſfav'd his Life. His Mind 
would admit of nothing which 
might give him any Relict, an fo 
effeually repreſented to him all 
that was excellent and amial le in 
Dormont, that in a [ew days lic fell 
intoa deep Melancholy, which ſoon 
turn'd all- Hopes of his Recover y, 
G 5 into 
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into juſt Fears for his Life, and. in 
concluſion, prov'd his Death. 

The firſt Sentiment this ſudden 
End of his inſpir'd me with, was 
the ſhame of ſurviving him, and to 
ſee that Friendihip wrought more 
efiectually in him, than Love could 
in me. Hereupon I reflected upon 
all the Misfortunes that had hap- 
ned, and I found my ſelf fo violent- 
Iy overwhelm'd with Grief, that [ 
expected nothing leſs than in a ſhort 
tine to follow my Husband and my 
Lover. 

After I had perform'd the Cere- 
monies due to the Memory of the 
Count of Marignan, | g1VC Monſe« 
rolle to underſtand, that Decency 
oblig d me to deny my felt all man- 
ner of Conſolation. He offer'd to 
bear me company in Affliction all 
his Life-time ; and he had reaſon; 
for he knew well enough how 
little my Heart was my own, and 
perſiſted not in asking me what 1 
was not able to grant him. So we 
parted, 
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parted, and I reſolved immediately 
tor Paris, upon ſome Concerns of 
our Family : But before I went from 
Eſtaiac, I had the ſatisfattion to un- 
derſtand, that the perfidious 4rba- 
zante periſh'd in a River, which he 
endeavour to croſs, to eſcape the 
Purſuit that was made after him by 
Monſerelle. In fine, I left Eftazac 
with a full refolution of betaking 
my ſelf to a Monaſtery, there ſe- 
curely and freely to bewail all the 
Misfortunes of my Lite. 

The Counteſs of Marignan finiſh'd 
her Story with ſo many Sighs and 
Tears, that Madam de Mezelon 
could not but give freedom to her 
own Tears, to accompany thoſe of 
her Friend. They renew'd their 
former Friendſhip, and vow'd an 
eternal Union of Hearts, however 
their Perſons might be ſeparated ; 
aSina very ſhort time they were to 
be: for Madam de Marignan was 
oblig'd ro go back to Bayonne, and 
Madam de Mezelon to Yaucluſe. 

FINTS. 


